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.N  Sunday  morning,  February  21,1 909,  the 
beautiful  stone  meeting-house  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  was  largely  destroyed  by 
fire.  This  was  the  fourth  meeting-house  of  the  old 
First  Parish. 

Nearly  three  years  later,  on  April  1,1912,  the 
fifth  meeting-house,  a  restoration  of  the  one  that 
had  been  burned,  was  dedicated. 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication,  however,  there 
rested  a  heavy  mortgage  upon  the  building.  On 
Friday  evening,  February  21,  19 19,  the  exad: 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  lire,  this  mortgage  was 
burned  and  the  Parish  and  Church  were  wholly 
freed  from  debt  of  any  kind. 

A  large  congregation  gathered  in  the  church 
to  offer  their  grateful  thanks  to  God  for  His  good- 
ness to  us. Words  of  congratulation  and  good-will 
were  brought  by  the  ministers  of  the  town  and 
neighborhood.   Rev.  David  N.  Beach,  D.  D., 


delivered  an  instructive  and  inspiring  historical 
address.  Then  amid  great  enthusiasm  and  rejoi- 
cing the  mortgage  was  burned  by  Samuel  K. 
Hamilton,  Esq.  The  Commemorative  Address, 
presented  by  Squire  Hamilton,  is  printed  in  full 
in  this  book,  together  with  the  program  of  the 
evening. 

Austin  Rice 


Wakefield^  Massachusetts 
May  7,  /p/p 
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Organ  Recital 


7.00  to  7. 1  5  by  C,  Albert  Jones 


Prayer  of  Invocation 


Anthem 


Bv  Rev.  F.  S.  Boody 

"Pastor  of  the  "Baptist 
Church  in  Wakefield 

"O  How  Amiable  Are  Thy  Dwellings"  H^gers 


Responsive  Reading 


Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be 
praised  in  the  city  of  our  God,  in  the 
mountain  of  his  holiness. 

Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy 
of  thewhole  earth,  is  mount  Zion, 
on  the  sides  of  the  North,  the  city 
of  the  great  King. 

God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a 
refuge. 

As  we  have  heard,  so  have  we 
seen  in  the  city  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  in  the  city  of  our  God:  God 
will  establish  it  forever. 

We  have  thought  of  thy  loving- 
kindness,  O  God  in  the  midst  of  thy 
temple. 


Led  by  Rev.  JamesJ.Cogan 

1{ec?or  of  Emmanuel 
Church  in  Wakefield 

According  to  thy  name,  O  God, 
so  is  thy  praise  unto  the  ends  of 
the  earth:  thy  right  hand  is  full  of 
righteousness. 

Let  mount  Zion  rejoice,  let  the 
daughters  of  Judah  be  glad,  because 
of  thy  judgments. 

Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round 
about  her:  tell  the  towers  thereof . 

Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  con- 
sider her  palaces  5  that  ye  may  tell  it  to 
the  generation  following. 

For  this  God  is  our  God  for 
ever  and  ever:  he  will  be  our 
guide  even  unto  death. 


Solo 


"Hearken  Unto  Me"  Stevenson 
By  Mrs.  Ethelind  H.  BRovk'N 


Introductory  Address         .        .         .         Our  Gratitude  and  Faith 
By  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Austin  Rice 


Hymn No.  177,  ''State  Street"  S.  M. 

Annouced  by  Rev.  B.  G.  Seaboyer 

Tastor  of  tie  <JllCethodist  Church  in  Wakefield 

I  love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord, 

The  house  of  Thine  abode. 
The  church,  our  Blessed  Redeemer  saved 

With  His  Own  precious  blood. 

I  love  Thy  church,  O  God, 

Her  walls  before  Thee  stand. 
Dear  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye, 

And  graven  on  Thy  hand. 

Beyond  my  highest  joy 

I  prize  her  heavenly  ways. 
Her  sweet  communion,  solemn  vows, 

Her  hyms  of  love  and  praise. 

Sure  as  Thy  truth  shall  last. 

To  Zion  shall  be  given 
The  brightest  glories  earth  can  yield, 
And  brighter  bliss  of  Heaven. 
Amen. 
—  Timothy  Diuight 

Address  of  Congratulation  in  Behalf  of  the  Neighboring  Churches 
By  Rev.  D.  Augustine  Newton 

'Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  "Reading 

Address  in  Behalf  of  the  Local  Churches 

By  Rev.  Warren  S.  Perkins,  D.  D. 

Vastor  of  the  Universalist  Church  in  Wakefield 

Letter  of  Greetings        ....        Rev.  F.  J.  Halloran 

'I(££ior  St.  Joseph^ s  Church 

Quartet        ......       "Hear  Ye,  Israel!"  6>/V,(fr 


Address Some  Glories  of  the  Old  Church 

By  Rev.  David  N.  Beach,  D.  D. 

President,  Bangor  Theological  Seminary 

Pastor  of  the  (Congregational  Qhurch 

in  Wakefield  iSjg-lSS^ 


Hymn 


In  Memoriam,  Chester  W,  Eaton 


tune —  "Regent  Square"  (found  on'  page  484  in  Chureh  Hymnal) 

Read  by  Rev.  Frederick  T.  KENYON,Ph.  D. 

Pastor  of  the  Greenivood  Union  Church 

Mrs.  Brown  will  "deacon  off "  this  hymn  by  singing  the  first  verse  as  a  solo,  after  which 

the  congregation  will  stand  and  sing  the  entire  hymn. 

Here  before  Thy  sacred  presence, 

Gracious  Master  of  us  all. 
We  have  come  with  joyous  voices, 


Thy  great  mercies  to  recall, 
And  in  glad,  exultant  praises, 
Thy  high  glory  to  extol! 

Once  again  this  spacious  Temple 

In  its  noble  harmony 
And  its  stately  lines  of  Beauty, 

We  would  consecrate  to  Thee. 
On  its  gray  stone  walls  and  tower. 

May  Thy  richest  blessings  be! 

Through  the  years  Thy  hand  has 

led  us  — 
Years  with  much  of  anxious  care. 
Yet  the  burdens,  howe'er  heavy. 
Never  proved  to  hard  too  bear. 
When  our  path  seemed  dim  with 

darkness, 
Thou  in  tender  help  wert  there ! 


Mid  our  songs  of  deep  thanksgiving, 
Mingle  voices  from  the  Past — 

Of  loved  friends,  unseen,  yet  near  us, 
Who  on  us  their  mantles  cast! 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  their  example 
May  inspire  us  to  the  last! 

Now  unto  Thy  waiting  children 
Give  Thy  peace,  as  ne'er  before. 

Make  us  burning  flames  in  service, 
On  our  hearts  Thy  Spirit  pour! 

Dwell  within  us,  Christ,  our  Saviour, 
Make  us  Thine,  forevermore! 

So  into  the  unknown  Future 
In  sure  confidence  we  gaze. 

Knowing  Thou  art  ever  with  us, 
Crowning  with  Thy  love,  our  days! 

Lord  Triumphant  and  Eternal, 
To  Thy  name  be  endless  praise! 

—  Emma  Florence  Eaton 


Address         .         .         ,         The  Evolution  of  Our  Meetmg-House 
By  Samuel  K.  Hamilton 

Chairman  of  the  ^Building  Qotmnittee 


Burning  of  the  Mortgage 


Responsive  Service  of  Thanksgiving     .     .    Led  by  the  Pastor 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good : 

For  his  mercy  endureth  forever. 

O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness, 

And  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men. 

Praise  waiteth  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Zion: 

And  unto  thee  shall  the  vow^  be  performed. 

O  Thou  that  hearest  prayer. 

Unto  thee  shall  all  flesh  come. 

Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom: 

Teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and 

spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord. 

And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed, 

Do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  thanks  to  God,  the 

Father,  by  him. 

Prayer  and  Benediction By  the  Pastor 

After  the  Benediftion  the  congregation  are  requested  to  stand  and  join 
with  the  choir  in  singing  "America." 

Organ  Postlude 


Note — By  reason  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Rev.  B.  G.  Seaboyer, 
Mr.  SylvesterJ.  Ozman  of  Boston  University,  who  was  in  charge  of 
Montrose  Chapel,  read  the  first  hymn.  The  letter  sent  by  Rev.  F.  J. 
Halloran,  who  was  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  on  that  evening,  was  read 
by  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Covell  of  Wakefield,  who  also  read  Miss  Eaton's 
poem,  in  the  absence  of  Rev.  F.T.  Kenyon,  who  at  this  time  was 
engaged  in  Y.  M.C.  A.WarWork. 


COMMEMORATIVE  ADDRESS 


The  Evolution  of  Our  Meeting-house 
Sjy  Samuel  K.  Hamilton 


I 


"^EN  YEARS  ago  this  morning,  at  a  quar- 
ter past  eight  o'clock,  the  ever  ominous 
fire  alarm  was  sounded,  and  scarcely 
had  the  whistle  ceased  to  blow  when  the  start- 
ling cry  ran  down  every  street  and  into  almost 
every  home :  "The  Congregational  Church  is  on 
fire !"  Crowds  of  people  rushed  to  the  scene,  only 
to  behold  huge  volumes  of  smoke  rising  from  the 
western  end  of  the  edifice.  Covering  park,  com- 
mon, and  streets,  they  stood  with  bated  breath 
watching  the  brave  firemen  pour  endless  streams 
upon  the  blazing  timbers. 

At  that  moment  we  saw  the  thought,  the 
work,  and  the  sacrifice  of  thirty  years  go  down 
in  ashes. 

That  afternoon  our  pastor  summoned  the 
officers  of  the  Church  and  Parish,  members  of 
the  old  building  committee,  and  such  others  as 
he  could  readily  reach,  to  meet  at  once  at  his 
study.  Between  thirty  and  forty  responded.  The 
pastor  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer,  and 
then  outlined  the  purpose  of  the  meeting:  To 
provide  for  a  continuance  of  our  regular  church 


'Burning  of  the  Fourth  Meeting-house 

services,  and  the  reconstruction  of  our  meeting- 
house. All  present  voiced  hastily  formed  sugges- 
tions ;  but  there  was  no  difference  in  one  express- 
ion :  "The  meeting-house  must  be  restored." 

After  a  prayer  of  supplication,  the  benedic- 
tion, and  a  moment  of  silent  prayer,  the  meeting 
was  dissolved,  and  all  wended  their  way  home 
to  consider  and  plan  methods  of  procedure. 

From  the  officers  of  the  town,  hundreds  of 
townsmen,  from  the  pastors  and  congregations 
of  our  local  and  neighboring  churches,  from  for- 
mer pastors  in  Maine,  Vermont,  and  California, 
came  expressions,  telegrams,  and  letters  of  pro- 
found sympathy,  which  rejoiced  our  hearts  and 
nerved  our  arms. 


Page  Two 


During  the  day  came  from  our  local  church- 
es offers  of  the  use  of  their  houses  of  worship  un- 
til we  could  rebuild,  but  after  a  conference  it 
was  thought  wiser  not  to  accept  these  generous 
offers  for  a  second  time,  except  the  one  from  the 
Universalist  Church  of  the  use  of  their  vestry  for 
social  gatherings,  evening  meetings,  and  com- 
munion services. 

To  one  and  all  we  tender  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. 

Subsequently  the  town  hall  was  engaged 
and  used  for  our  morning  services  until  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  present  building. 

From  that  day  no  note  of  discouragement 
has  been  heard,  but  with  determination  to  dis- 
charge a  duty  which  had  devolved  for  a  sec- 
ond time  upon  this  generation,  all  have  united  in 
purpose  and  thought,  given  unstintingly  of  their 
time  and  money,  and  rejoiced  in  a  common  sac- 
rifice, till  we  meet  tonight  to  celebrate  the  ful- 
fillment of  our  purpose,  the  realization  of  our 
hopes — the  meeting-house  restored,  the  debt 
which  rested  upon  it  paid  and  the  last  vestige  of 
its  existence  committed  to  the  flames  and  min- 
gled with  the  ashes  which  caused  its  existence. 

As  we  celebrate  the  accomplishment  of  this 
great  work,  we  recall  also  that  it  is  the  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  year  in 
which  our  town  received  its  first  act  of  incorpor- 
ation, under  the  name  of  Redding,  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  church,  and  the  erection  of  our  first 
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meeting-house-a  series  of  events  probably  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  history  of  all  New  England. 
The  history  of  the  growth  of  these  three  is  so  in- 
timately interwoven  that  the  history  of  one  can- 
not be  written  without  constant  reference  to  the 
other  two. 

I  cannot  believe  that  it  was  simply  a  coinci- 
dence that  at  the  very  period  our  little  settle- 
ment was  taking  its  first  steps  in  forming  a  gov- 
ernment and  organizing  a  church  the  greatest 
pronouncement  of  human  rights,  duties,  and 
privileges  called  the  "Body  of  Liberties,"  ninety- 
eight  in  number,  written  by  Richard  Bellingham 
of  Ipswich,  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Col- 
ony in  the  year  1641,  and  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ward, 
also  of  Ipswich,  who  had  forsaken  the  noble  pro- 
fession of  the  law  to  become  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  was  promulgated  by  the  General  Court 
of  the  Colony. 

The  first  item  of  Liberty  95  is  as  follows : 

"All  the  people  of  God  within  this  juris- 

di6lion  who  are  not  in  a  church  way,  and 

be  orthodox  in  judgment,  and  not  fcan- 

dalous  in  life,  ihall  have  full  libertie  to 

gather  themfelves  into  a  Church  Eftaite. 

Provided  they  do  it  in  a  Chriftian  way, 

with  due  obfervation  of  the  rules  of 

Chrift  revealed  in  His  Word." 

Surely  this  is  broad  enough  to  include  all  the 

neighboring  churches  so  appropriately  and  ably 

represented  here  tonight  by  the  pastor  of  the 
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church  at  Reading,  the  local  churches  so  ear- 
nestly and  eloquently  represented  by  the  pastor 
of  our  own  Universalist  Church,  and  all  those 
who  are  sound  in  judgment  and  moral  in  life. 
Was  it  not  rather  a  little  detail  in  some  great 
plan  of  Omniscience  and  Omnipotence,  the  be- 
ginning of  which  the  human  mind  has  not  yet 
discerned  nor  its  ending  foreseen? 

Between  the  years  1600  and  1629  various 
grants  were  made  to  a  number  of  individuals 
and  corporations  of  the  territory  between  Bos- 
ton and  the  Kennebec  River  in  Maine,  and  oc- 
casional settlements  were  made  along  the  coast. 
The  one  at  Naumkeag,  now  Salem,  and  extend- 
ing to  Saugus,  now  Lynn,  is  the  one  in  which  we 
of  Wakefield  are  most  deeply  interested. 

In  1621  King  James  of  England  granted  a 
charter  unto  the  "Council  established  at  Ply- 
mouth in  the  County  of  Devon  for  the  planting, 
ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New  England 
in  America  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  for- 
ty degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  the  Equi- 
noctial line  to  forty-eight  degrees  of  the  said 
northerly  latitude  including,  and  in  length,  of 
and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid  throughout 
the  main  lands  from  sea  to  sea,"  (Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans) .  This  patent  granted  authority  to 
determine  civil  disputes  and  punish  offences,  as 
well  as  the  general  powers  of  government. 

On  the  19th  day  of  March  1628  this  Cor- 
poration, commonly  called  the  "Council  of  New 
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England,"  conveyed  by  its  deed  of  indenture  to 
Sir  Henry  Rosewell,  Sir  John  Young  Knights, 
Thomas  Southwase,  John  Humphrey,  John  En- 
dicott,  and  Simon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs,  assigns 
and  successors  forever,  "the  territory  lying  be- 
tween a  line  three  miles  north  of  the  Merrimack 
River  and  a  line  three  miles  south  of  the  Charles 
River  and  then  the  land  throughout  the  breadth 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea,  so- 
called."  It  is  not  quite  certain  what  was  intend- 
ed by  the  "South  Sea,"  for  neither  the  deed  nor 
any  copy  of  it  is  known  to  be  in  existence,  but  it 
probably  meant  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  context  if 
available  might  afford  light  upon  that  question. 

While  this  indenture  purported  to  grant 
powers  of  government,  it  was  later  determined 
that  such  powers  were  unassignable,  and  it  was 
found  absolutely  essential  that  political  and  gov- 
ernmental authority  should  be  secured.  For  that 
reason,  and  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  the 
land  and  waters  acquired  by  their  deed,  they 
made  application  to  Charles  the  First,  King  of 
England,  for  a  new  charter,  which,  under  the 
strong  influence  of  many  English  statesmen  and 
the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  amount  of  mon- 
ey, was  granted  with  the  coveted  powers  of 
government  under  the  title  "The  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land" and  passed  the  seals  March  4,  1629. 

This  Company  was  dissolved  by  a  decree  of 
the  court  in  1684,  and  the  Province  was  gov- 
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erned  by  officers  appointed  by  the  English  gov- 
ernment until  1692,  when  a  charter  was  grant- 
ed and  a  new  government  formed  comprising 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  Massachusetts  Bay  Col- 
ony, Province  of  Maine,  and  Arcadia,  now  Nova 
Scotia,  and  all  the  lands  between,  under  the 
name  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Under  this  title  the  government  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  Province  of  Maine  was  carried  on 
up  to  1776,  when  the  General  Court  ordered 
that  the  words  "State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  be 
inserted  on  the  top  of  all  Acts  and  Resolves  that 
shall  hereafter  be  passed,"  and  from  that  day 
until  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  that  was 
the  title  of  our  government. 

The  title  to  the  lands  within  the  townships 
of  Lynn  and  Reading  was  confirmed  to  the  In- 
habitants thereof  by  a  deed  from  the  Indian 
Owners  dated  September  4,  1686,  in  which  the 
consideration  named  was  10£,  16s.,  the  deed  be- 
ing recorded  with  the  Registry  of  Deeds  at  Sa- 
lem, Mass.,  and  signed  by  "David  Kunkohamoo- 
shaw,  grandson  to  Old  Sagamore  George  No- 
Nose,  alias  Wenupawweekin,  sometimes  of  Rum- 
ney  Marsh,  sometimes  at  or  about  Chelmsford, 
sometimes  here  and  sometimes  there,  but  de- 
ceased, and  Abigail  Kunkohamooshaw,  wife  of 
David,  and  Cicely,  alias  Su  George,  ye  reputed 
daughter  of  said  Old  Sagamore  George,  and 
James  Quonopohit  of  Natick,  alias  Rumney 
Marsh,  and  Mary,  his  wife." 
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It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  this  Parish  holds 
the  land  on  which  this  building  stands  by  right 
of  purchase  from  its  lawful  owners.  The  King 
of  England  never  had  any  legal,  equitable  or 
moral  title  to  it  or  to  any  part  of  the  territory 
which  he  assumed  to  convey  either  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Plymouth  or  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  His  only  claim  of  title  was  by  right  of 
discovery  and  subsequent  occupation  in  part. 
He  held  it  by  the  power  of  might  over  right,  and 
it  is  to  the  honor  of  the  people  of  Reading  that 
at  an  early  date  they  in  some  measure  recog- 
nized this  fact. 

The  James  Quonopohit  just  mentioned  was 
one  of  John  Eliot's  "Praying  Band,"  and  from 
whom  Lake  Quannapowitt  takes  its  name. 

This  charter  gave  a  tremendous  impulse  to 
emigration  from  western  and  middle  England 
to  America,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  a  large 
number  of  English  people  settled  along  the 
shore  from  Gloucester  to  Neponset.  They 
brought  with  them  their  foodstuffs,  cattle, 
horses,  farming  and  mechanical  tools,  and  they 
did  not  forget  to  take  along  ample  munitions  of 
war,  showing  that  they  did  not  intend  to  be 
caught  in  a  state  of  unpreparedness. 

These  emigrants  did  not  belong  to  the  class 
which  emigrated  from  Scrooby  through  Holland 
to  Plymouth  Rock  to  find  a  place  and  found  a 
home  where  they  could  worship  God  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience.     Thev 
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did  not  intend  to  cut  themselves  off  from  the 
Established  Church,  as  did  Brewster,  Winslow, 
Standish,  and  Carver,  but  rather  to  remain  with- 
in the  fold  and  reform  it.  Perhaps  it  was  the  pre- 
cursor of  the  modern  political  cry  of  "a  reform 
within  the  party." 

Some  of  those  emigrants  came  from  the 
best  blood  of  England ;  many  were  members  of 
the  Established  Church,  though  differing  in  mat- 
ters of  church  polity.  They  were  men  of  upright 
character,  possessed  of  a  laudable  ambition  to 
increase  their  material  holdings ;  many  were 
men  of  learning  and  piety,  and  combined  they 
controlled  the  affairs  of  the  Colony  in  a  manner 
which  promoted  its  growth  in  wealth,  popula- 
tion, education,  and  religion. 

Some  of  those  who  settled  near  the  ocean 
came  from  homes  on  the  shores  of  a  beautiful 
little  lake  and  river  in  Redding,  England,  and 
while  delighting  in  the  roar  of  the  waves  on  the 
ocean  sands  at  Saugus,  they  longed  like  many 
another  for  a  quiet  home  by  the  side  of  a  placid 
lake,  where  in  the  moonlight's  gleam  they  could 
dream  of  departed  days  and  homes  beyond  the 
sea.  Hence,  the  settlement  on  Redding's  Plain, 
between  the  hills,  and  beside  waters  of  unsur- 
passed beauty  whose  overflow  seeks  its  level 
near  the  Saugus  as  if  carrying  joyous  tidings 
to  those  who  stayed  behind. 

In  the  year  1639  a  few  of  those  emigrants 
who  had  settled  at  Saugus  petitioned  the  Gen- 
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eral  Court  for  an  inland  habitation  at  the  head 
of  their  bounds.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  pe- 
tition was  drawn  and  presented  with  some  an- 
ticipation of  material  gain,  as  well  as  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  aesthetic  tastes.  The  Court  grant- 
ed the  petition,  and  gave  the  town  of  Lynn  ''four 
miles  square  at  the  head  of  their  bound,  upon 
the  condition  that  the  petitioners  shall  within 
two  years  make  some  good  proceeding  in  plant- 
ing so  as  it  may  be  a  village  fit  to  contain  a  con- 
venient number  of  inhabitants  which  in  due  time 
may  have  a  church  there." 

Nothing  in  this  Act  can  be  construed  as 
mandatory  upon  those  people  to  organize  a 
church  or  erect  a  meeting-house,  but  it  is  so 
clearly  implied  that  it  has  almost  the  force  of 
a  condition  or  an  order,  and  yet  it  is  apparent- 
ly coupled  with  a  like  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
grante  es.  Here  is  the  first  recorded  thought  of  a  church 
or  meeting-house  in  this  locality. 

This  grant  covered  the  present  towns  of 
Wakefield  and  Reading,  and  was  usually  called 
"Linn  Village." 

Between  the  date  of  this  grant  and  1644  a 
number  of  families  from  Saugus,  and  some  di- 
rectly from  England,  settled  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  spot  where  this  building  now 
stands.  On  November  5th,  in  1644,  they  organ- 
ized a  church,  and  during  the  same  year  they 
erected  a  meeting-house. 
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Th£  Church  then  Founded  is  now  ourChurch 

A  FEW  of  the  early  pages  of  the  records  of 
our  church  are  missing,  and  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  organized  it  are  unknown,  but 
some  of  them  are  to  be  gathered  from  subse- 
quent records. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  first  settlers: 

Nicholas  Brown  John  Laken 

Thomas  Clark  Thomas  Marfhall 

John  Damon  William  Martin 

William  Cowdrey  John  Pearfon 

George  Davis  John  Poole 

Robert  Dunton  Thomas  Parker 

Samuel  Dunton  Francis  Smith 

Joliah  Duftin  L'- John  Smith 

Jonas  Eaton  Jeremy  Swayne 

William  Eaton  Thomas  Taylor 

Zachary  Fitch  Edward  Taylor 

Ifaac  Hart  Richard  Walker 

Thomas  Hartshorn      Samuel  Walker 
William  Hooper  John  Wiley 

Thomas  Kendall 
While  the  list  does  not  contain  the  names  of 
any  women,  yet  from  well-known  circumstances 
it  is  quite  fair  to  believe  that  fifteen  of  the  men 
were  accompanied  by  their  wives,  and  there 
were  apparently  four  single  women. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  the  Church  of  Reading  Sep- 
tember 29th,  1648.  This  is  the  earliest  list  in 
existence. 
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Francis  Smith  Mrs.  Green 

William  Cowdrey  &^  his  wife 

John  Pierfon  &^  his  wife 

Bro.  Dunton 

George  Davis 

Thomas  Kendall  <S^  his  wife 

Thomas  Parker  <S^  his  wife 

William  Hooper 

Mary  Swain 

Joan  Marihall 

Sifter  Martin 

Thos.  Hartftiorn  ^  his  wife 

Edward  Taylor  &'  his  wife 

D- Marihall  6=  his  wife 

EHza  Wiley 

Eliza  Hart 

Lidia  Lakin 

Eliza  Hooper 

Zach.  Fitch  6' his  wife 

Will.  Eaton  6f  his  wife 

John  Batchelder  d'his  wife 

Will  Martin 

Thomas  Bancroft 

Jonas  Eaton  6' his  wife 

Judith  Pool 

Abigail  Damon 

L"^-  Smith  &  his  wife 
Thirteen  of  the  names  on  the  list  of  the  first 
settlers  appear  upon  this  church  roll;  so  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  at  least  some  of  those  peo- 
ple were  the  founders  of  the  first  church. 
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While  we  find  in  the  list  of  the  early  set- 
tlers the  name  of  John  Damon,  we  do  not  find 
his  name  upon  the  church  roll  of  1648;  but  we 
do  find  that  of  Abigail  Damon,  and  the  fair  in- 
ference is  that  prior  to  1640  John  and  Abigail 
had  joined  hands,  and  on  account  of  her  influ- 
ence John  became  a  devout  Christian  and  a  lead- 
ing deacon  of  the  church.  That  is  the  influence 
a  noble  Christian  woman  can  have  over  her  hus- 
band. 

Our  neighbor  Johnson,  of  Woburn,  in  his 
"Wonder-Working  Providence,"  written  not  far 
from  1650,  gives  our  church  as  the  24th  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  and  the  34th  in  the 
territory  now  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. Later  historical  researches  make  a  consid- 
erable number  of  changes  in  the  dates  given  by 
him,  and  really  change  the  number  of  our 
church  from  the  twenty-fourth  to  the  twenty- 
third,  from  the  fact  that  he  includes  in  his  list 
the  churches  at  Dover  and  Hampton,  both  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  were  not  within  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  only  under  its  pro- 
tection. In  his  list  he  puts  the  Reading  church 
earlier  than  the  church  at  Wenham,  when  in 
fact  the  latter  was  organized  October  6th,  1644, 
and  ours  November  5th  of  the  same  year. 

Some  confusion  has  heretofore  arisen  in  re- 
gard to  the  order  of  organization  of  churches 
in  the  two  Colonies,  from  the  fact  that  writers 
did  not  distinguish  between  the  churches  estab- 
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lished  in  Plymouth  Colony  and  those  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Colony.  There  were  in  fact  ten 
churches  established  in  the  Plymouth  Colony 
prior  to  our  own. 

The  order  of  organization  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  Colony  is  as  follows : 

1.  Salem 1629 

2.  Charlestown    1631 

3.  Dorchester     1631 

4.  Boston    1631 

5.  Roxbury 1631 

6.  Linn    1631 

7.  Watertown    1631 

8.  Cambridge     1633 

9.  Ipswich    1634 

10.  Newbury    1634 

11.  Cambridge  (2nd)    1635 

12.  Concord   1636 

13.  Hingham    1636 

14.  Dedham 1638 

15.  Waymoth 1638 

16.  Rouly   

17.  Salisbury    1639 

18.  Braintree   1639 

19.  Sudbury 1640 

20.  Gloucester   1641 

21.  Woburn    1642 

22.  Wenham  Oct.  6th 1644 

23.  Reading  Nov.  5th 1644 

The  line  between  the  Plymouth  Colony  and 

the   Massachusetts  Bay   Colony   as   established 
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authoritatively  and  based  upon  the  survey  and 
lines  agreed  upon  by  commissioners  for  both 
Colonies  in  1646,  begins  in  the  town  of  Cohas- 
set,  at  the  mouth  of  Conchasset  River,  thence 
southerly  along  the  Conchasset  River  to  corner 
2  (17)  (on  map),  at  the  junction  of  Bailey  Crick 
with  Conchasset  River;  thence  southerly  along 
Bailey  Crick  to  corner  3  (18),  an  unmarked 
point  in  the  center  of  Bailey  Crick ;  thence  south 
48  47'  west  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet 
to  corner  3,  witness  mark  (18  W.  M.),  a  rough- 
ly dressed  granite  monument  marked  "C.  S." 
standing  in  salt  marsh  one  foot  east  of  the 
eastern  end  of  a  wall,  and  seven  hundred 
feet  easterly  of  Border  street,  Cohasset,  known 
as  Neck  street  in  Scituate ;  thence  in  the  same 
direction  about  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  feet 
to  corner  4  (19),  a  rough  granite  monument 
marked  "C.  S."  standing  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Border  street,  Cohasset,  known  as  Neck  street 
in  Scituate,  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Eliza- 
beth F.  Parker;  thence  south  67  49'  west  five 
hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  to  corner  5,  witness 
mark  (20  W.M.),  a  roughly  dressed  granite  monu- 
ment marker  "C.  S."  standing  on  the  easterly 
shore  of  the  Gulf  at  an  angle  in  the  face  wall ; 
thence  in  the  same  direction  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  to  the  brook  6  (21),  an  unmarked 
point  in  the  channel  of  Bound  Brook;  thence 
south  51  59'  west  about  sixty  feet  to  corner  6, 
witness  mark  (21  W.  M.),  a  rough  granite  monu- 
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ment  marked  "C.  S."  standing  on  the  top  of 
Bound  Rock,  its  top  projecting  through  the  floor 
of  a  storehouse  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Blossom  street,  two  hundred  feet  east  of  the 
junction  with  South  Main  street;  thence  in  the 
same  direction  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  feet  to  the  corner  of  Cohasset, 
Hingham,  and  Scituate  (13),  a  rough  granite 
monument  marked  "C.  D.  S."  standing  on  the 
southerly  slope  of  woodland  twenty-five  feet 
south  of  an  angle  in  a  wall,  and  about  one  half 
mile  southeast  of  Beechv/ood  street;  thence  by 
the  town  lines  to  Accord  Pond ;  thence  in  a  prac- 
tically straight  line  to  the  angle  tree  in  North 
Attleboro ;  thence  directly  west  to  the  Rhode 
Island  line. 

I  think  it  is  correct  to  say  that  the  Reading 
Church  was  the  23rd  church  established  within 
the  original  boundaries  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  Thirteen  of  those  churches  are  now  in 
existence  and  doing  active  work. 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Court  held  Oc- 
tober 14th,  1651,  the  following  vote  was  passed: 

In  Anfwer 
to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading 
this  Court  doth  grant  them  as  an  addition  to 
their  former  bounds  a  certayne  tra6l  of  land 
about  two  miles  content  lying  between 
Mr.  Bellingham's  farm  &'  the  great  river  £ff 
fo  to  Joyne  their  former  four  miles  grant  fo 
as  it  hath  not  been  already  granted  to  any 


Page  Sixteen 


towne  or  perfon  nor  predjudicial  to  any 
former  grant. 
This  grant  covered  the  present  town  of  North 
Reading.  It  was  formerly  known  as  the  Second 
or  North  Precinct  of  Reading,  and  was  incor- 
porated as  such  in  1713,  and  was  incorporated 
as  a  town  March  22nd,  1853. 

In  1673  the  part  of  the  town  now  Reading 
was  styled  **Wood  End."  That  name  was  given 
to  it  for  the  reason  that  a  large  part  of  its  acre- 
age was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  wood 
and  timber,  while  the  southern  part  had  become 
greatly  denuded. 

In  1769  it  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
The  West  Parish  of  Reading,  which  name  it  re- 
tained until  1812,  February  25th,  when  the  town 
was  divided,  that  Parish  retaining  the  name  of 
Reading,  and  the  Old  or  First  Parish  adopting 
the  name  of  South  Reading,  which  it  retained 
to  the  first  day  of  July  1868,  when  it  was 
changed  to  Wakefield  in  honor  of  its  most  mu- 
nificent benefactor,  Mr.  Cyrus  Wakefield. 

THE  FIRST  MEETING-HOUSE  was  located 
near  the  northerly  corner  of  Albion  and 
Main  streets.  The  cut  which  has  been  used  for 
twenty-five  years  was  conceived  by  one  who  was 
somewhat  active  in  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  our  church, 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  conditions 
existing  at  that  time,  the  character  of  the  inhab- 
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First  C^tcc ting-house  1644 

itants,  and  their  facilities  for  building.  The 
drawing  was  made  by  a  more  artistic  hand.  It  is 
probably  a  fair  representation  of  the  building  as 
erected,  which,  without  question,  was  construct- 
ed of  logs,  as  were  the  dwelling  houses  of  that 
period.  There  is  no  available  record  of  the  cost 
of  that  building,  but  it  was  probably  the  joint 
handiwork  of  those  hardy  pioneer  settlers. 

It  was  occupied  until  1689,  and  during  the 
pastorates  of  Kev.  Henry  Green,  Rev.  Samuel 
Haugh,  and  Rev.  John  Brock. 

During  the  first  thirty  years  there  were 
some  minor  changes  in  the  building,  and  in  1G57 
it  became  apparent  that  it  was  inadequate  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  congregation  wor- 
shipping there,  and  in  that  year  the  town  or- 
dered "that  the  selectmen  have  power  to  make 
a  levy  for  the  building  of  a  gallery  to  the  value 
of  6  or  7  pounds;"  and  also  "that  liberty  shall 


Fage  Eighteen 


be  given  to  some  young  men  to  build  a  gallery 
between  the  two  great  beams  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Meeting  House  for  two  seats  breadth  upon 
condition  the  gallery  shall  be  their  own  and  to 
sell  to  any  townsmen  that  the  town  shall  ap- 
prove of." 

That  I  assume  was  done  in  due  time. 

The  religious  spirit  of  that  period  was  nar- 
row. As  an  illustration  of  it,  Quakers  were  not 
allowed  in  the  Colony,  but  were  deported,  and 
Mary  Dyar,  a  Quaker,  was  hanged  in  1661. 

Even  then  there  was  an  active  desire  for 
governmental  control  of  the  people,  which  is 
now  deemed  so  necessary,  and  it  was  voted  in 
1622  "that  no  woman,  maid,  nor  boy,  nor  gall 
shall  sit  in  the  South  Ally  and  East  Ally  of  the 
Meeting  House  upon  penalty  of  twelve  pence 
for  every  day  they  shall  sit  in  the  Ally  after  this 
present  day." 

Dog  fanciers  of  today  would  be  somewhat 
surprised  to  know  that  dumb  animals  were 
deprived  of  religious  teachings,  and  that  it  was 
voted  in  that  same  year  "that  every  dog  that 
comes  to  this  Meeting  after  this  present  day,  ex- 
cept it  be  their  dogs  that  pay  for  a  dog-whipper, 
the  owner  of  their  dogs  shall  pay  sixpence  for 
every  time  they  come  to  the  meetings."  Someyears 
later  it  was  ordered  "that  if  any  dog  and  if  they 
shall  come  to  the  meeting  contrary  to  the  rule 
they  shall  either  pay  according  to  the  town's  or- 
der or  else  shall  forthwith  hang  him  until  he  is 
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dead."  Some  query  as  to  whether  the  dog  or  the 
owner  should  be  hanged. 

As  the  Colony  increased  in  population  the 
accommodations  of  the  meeting-house  became 
inadequate,  and  from  1658  to  1679  there  were 
frequent  agitations  for  the  building  of  a  new 
meeting-house,  and  in  the  latter  year  the  town 
agreed  "that  there  should  be  a  rate  of  60  or  70 
pounds  for  the  building  of  a  new  Meeting  House 
or  the  repairing  of  the  old  one,  and  this  be  paid 
in  shingles  at  10s.  per  hundred,  clapboards  and 
boards  at  5s.  per  hundred,  cider  at  10s.  per  bar- 
rel, hogs  and  tobacco  at  sixpence  per  pound, 
and  one  third  discount  for  cash."  Hogs  and  to- 
bacco were  of  equal  value  at  that  time. 

Subsequently  an  additional  rate  for  the 
same  purpose  was  ordered,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  with  general  powers.  That  committee 
took  the  liberty  to  divert  to  a  different  purpose 
the  fund  thus  raised,  and  after  making  some 
slight  repairs  upon  the  meeting-house,  expend- 
ed the  balance  upon  a  parsonage  which  was 
erected  near  the  corner  of  Main  and  Albion 
streets,  where  the  Perkins  Building,  in  which  is 
the  drug  store  of  Messrs.  Bonney  &  Dutton,  now 
stands,  and  ten  acres  of  land  which  was  pur- 
chased of  Timothy  Wiley  as  appurtenant  to  the 
parsonage  for  102£.  The  land,  parsonage,  and 
the  slight  repairs  on  the  meeting-house  cost 
333£,  16s.,  2d. 
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Second  '■y)iCeetifig- house  i68g 

IN  1688  the  attendance  at  public  worship  hav- 
ing outgrown  the  accommodations,  a  subscrip- 
tion was  taken  for  a  meeting-house,  to  which 
there  were  108  subscribers,  and  the  subscription 
amounted  to  207£,  Is. 

The  town  voted  "that  the  new  meeting- 
house as  sett  up  should  stand  at  Hart's  Corner, 
or  near  thereabouts."  Hart's  Corner  was  prob- 
ably near  the  comer  of  Common  and  Church 
streets,  opposite  the  present  meeting-house ;  but 
the  location  was  changed,  and  it  was  in  fact 
erected  near  the  location  of  the  present  bury- 
ing-ground,  on  the  spot  where  is  now  the  monu- 
ment of  the  Rev.  John  Mellin. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  exact  cost  of  this  sec- 
ond meeting-house  can  be  ascertained  from  any 
record  in  existence,  but  it  was  probably  between 
four  and  six  hundred  dollars. 

It  was  a  four-square  house,  with  a  hip-roof 
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meeting  at  a  point  directly  over  the  centre  of 
the  building,  surmounted  by  a  small  tower,  and 
had  two  doors  facing  the  east.  The  cut  upon  the 
Order  of  Exercises  is  a  correct  representation 
of  it  from  a  painting  made  by  Franklin  Poole 
from  an  earlier  picture.  This  painting  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Chester  W. 
Eaton. 

In  1727  repairs  were  made  upon  it  with  the 
addition  of  a  new  tower,  bell,  and  dormer  win- 
dows. 

This  house  served  its  purpose  well  for  about 
eighty  years,  and  during  the  pastorates  of  Rev. 
Jonathan  Pierpoint,  Rev.  Richard  Brown,  and 
Rev.  William  Hobby. 

In  1692  the  town  sold  the  first  meeting- 
house for  twenty-five  shillings  and  a  "watch 
house"  frame,  and  the  money  was  used  in  pay- 
ment for  the  "Scools."  A  "watch  house"  in  mod- 
ern phraseology  is  a  police  station.  Evidently, 
even  in  those  times,  the  people  sometimes  vio- 
lated the  law. 

The  list  of  godly  men  and  women  who  lo- 
cated in  those  vast  areas  of  forest  contains  the 
names  of  many  whose  descendants  are  recog- 
nized as  earnest  and  active  workers  in  the  cause 
of  the  Master  and  who  are  towers  of  strength 
and  power  at  the  present  hour.  The  Cowdreys, 
the  Eatons,  the  Hartshornes,  and  the  Kendalls 
are  names  that  have  stood  on  our  rolls  for  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years,  and  are  names 
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to  be  conjured  with  today.  Of  these  early  set- 
tlers Deacon  John  Damon  died  in  1708,  Deacon 
William  Cowdrey  in  1687,  Deacon  Jonas  Eaton 
in  1674,  Deacon  William  Eaton  in  1673,  Deacon 
Thomas  Kendall  in  1681,  Deacon  Thomas  Par- 
ker in  1683,  and  the  date  of  the  death  of  Deacon 
Thomas  Hartshorne  is  unknown. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  was  the  sub- 
ject of  the  conferences  of  these  old  deacons  as 
they  met  either  at  the  church  or  elsewhere,  and 
what  was  the  theme  of  their  conversations. 
Their  nearest  neighbors  were  at  Haverhill  on 
the  north,  at  Lynn  and  Salem  on  the  east,  at 
Charlestown  on  the  south,  and  at  Woburn  on  the 
west.  They  had  no  newspapers,  daily,  weekly 
or  monthly;  no  means  of  information  from 
abroad  except  an  occasional  letter  or  through  a 
new  arrival  from  home.  There  were  no  motor 
vehicles,  no  steam  or  trolley  cars,  no  wrought 
highways,  and  only  here  and  there  a  cart  path 
over  rocks,  and  corduroy  roads  over  swamps. 
Their  families  and  their  bibles  were  their  con- 
stant companions;  and  in  that  Book  of  Books 
they  read :  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel." 

More  than  twenty-five  years  ago  a  gentle- 
man from  Honolulu  by  the  name  of  Damon 
called  upon  Chester  W.  Eaton,  of  cherished  and 
blessed  memory,  and  whose  daughter  honors 
this  occasion  by  her  talent  in  hymnology,  and 
desired  to  visit  the  spot  where  his  earliest  an- 
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cestor  lived,  and  one  of  whose  descendants  was 
a  missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Together 
they  called  on  me  and  we  drove  to  the  top  of 
Cowdrey  Hill,  and  a  short  distance  from  the 
road  Mr.  Eaton  pointed  out  the  old  cellar  over 
which  the  house  of  Deacon  John  Damon  stood, 
and  even  found  the  door  rock  on  which  he  had 
stamped  his  feet.  We  remained  there  some  time 
while  Mr.  Eaton  interested  him  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  town  and  church.  Before  we  left  Mr. 
Damon  plucked  a  small  bouquet  of  flowers,  and 
standing  on  the  old  door  rock  took  from  his 
pocket  a  small  compass,  got  his  bearings,  then 
facing  north  he  turned  to  the  east,  then  to  the 
south,  and  then  to  the  west,  and  repeated  it.  He 
looked  longest  toward  the  west,  as  if  facing  his 
own  home  in  the  faraway  Pacific,  placed  the 
flowers  upon  the  door  stone,  and  as  he  turned 
to  go  he  said :  "I  have  stood  where  Deacon  John 
Damon  stood."  He  had  in  fact  trod  the  same 
soil,  breathed  the  same  air,  and  looked  upon  the 
same  skies  as  had  Deacon  John  Damon  and  Dea- 
con Cowdrey  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  in  the  communion  of 
those  old  saints  there  was  born  a  missionary 
spirit  which  not  only  reached  into  the  benighted 
regions  of  the  earth,  but  which  has  come  down 
through  the  descendants  of  Deacon  Cowdrey 
and  Deacon  Damon  to  the  present  generation, 
and  permeated  the  being  of  Abigail  Cowdrey 
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Stearns  and  her  daughter,  Henrietta  Stearns 
White,  familiarly  known  as  "Etta  White,"  the 
wife  of  our  senior  deacon,  Mr.  John  W.  White. 

I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  great  as- 
sistance that  Mrs.  White  has  given  me  in  the 
preparation  of  this  paper. 

From  the  earliest  settlement  of  our  town  to 
about  1713  the  public  provision  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  a  meeting-house  and  the 
support  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  was  made 
at  meetings  of  all  the  voters  of  the  town,  and  it 
was  not  until  about  the  latter  year  that  such 
provision  was  made  by  a  body  called  The 
Parish.  Just  when  and  by  what  votes  or  influ- 
ence this  change  was  made  the  record,  so  far  as 
my  hasty  examination  goes,  does  not  disclose. 
In  the  absence  of  any  such  record  it  may  pro- 
perly be  inferred  that  the  people,  recognizing 
the  injustice  of  requiring  those  who  had  no  spe- 
cial interest  in  religious  instruction  to  share  in 
the  expense  thereof,  adopted  the  English  prac- 
tice of  having  all  Ecclesiastical  affairs  managed 
separately  from  Civil  affairs  by  a  body  called 
**That  Parish,"  a  practice  which  had  been  in 
vogue  in  England  more  than  a  thousand  years. 
These  bodies  covered  various  territorial  areas, 
according  to  the  desires  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants.  Sometimes  the  area  was  co-exten- 
sive with  that  of  the  town,  sometimes  it  covered 
several  towns,  and  not  infrequently  there  were 
several  parishes  in  one  municipality. 
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I  do  not  find  any  recognition  of  our  Parish 
in  any  of  the  enactments  of  the  General  Court 
until  the  session  of  1769  and  1770,  and  so  far 
as  I  can  learn  the  Parish  was  in  no  sense  incor- 
porated previous  to  that  time,  and  its  existence 
must  be  held  to  be  by  user  or  general  recogni- 
tion. 


I;.;;'"*!^'*? 
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Third  rJhleetnig-Jiouse  lydS 


WITH  the  growth  of  the  town  the  church  ac- 
commodations were  again  found  to  be  in- 
adequate, and  prior  to  1767  there  was  much  dis- 
cussion in  the  community  relative  to  enlarging 
the  then  present  meeting-house  or  building 
anew.  While  this  discussion  was  going  on  an  act 
of  the  General  Court  was  passed  at  a  session 
held  in  1769  and  1770  defining  the  boundaries 
of  the  South  Parish,  and  by  an  Act  passed  in 
1786  it  was  provided  "that  the  bounds  and  lands 
of  precincts  and  parishes  as  they  have  been  for- 
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Third  zlhCeeting-house  remodelled  in  i8^g 
Demolished  iti  i8go 

merly  settled  be  and  hereby  are  confirmed  and 
established  until  they  shall  be  otherwise  estab- 
lished by  the  General  Court."  These  boundar- 
ies have  been  changed  in  some  slight  particu- 
lars by  the  court  and  the  legislature. 

In  1767  the  Parish  voted  to  "make  a  thor- 
ough repair  of  the  Old  Meeting  House  as  soon  as 
may  be  and  to  make  pews  and  sell  them,  and 
raise  200£  (bytax)  to  pay  the  balance."  Thiswas 
probably  to  be  levied  by  "Scot  and  Lot ;"  but  in 
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the  following  June  this  vote  was  reconsidered 
and  the  Parish  voted  "to  build  a  new  Meeting 
House  about  8  or  10  poles  Southeasterly  from 
where  the  Meeting  House  now  stands.  The  new 
House  to  be  70  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and  26 
feet  posts  (which  was  subsequently  changed  to 
28  feet),  with  a  Steeple  and  Porch;"  and  chose 
a  building  committee  of  six  to  have  charge  of 
its  erection. 

This  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1768. 
The  Parish  voted  to  raise  600£  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  the  new  house,  and  "that  the  timber 
may  be  cut  from  the  Parish  Ministerial  Lot/* 
which  was  the  first  parsonage  lot.  The  frame 
was  of  oak,  massive  and  heavy.  At  the  west  end 
was  a  tower  with  a  handsome  steeple,  upon  the 
apex  of  which  was  a  guilded  weather  cock,  and 
on  the  east  there  was  a  porch  with  two  en- 
trances. This  house  was  built  nearly  on  a  line 
with  the  present  Church  street,  side  to  the  road. 
The  steeple-end  was  toward  the  west,  where 
was  the  main  entrance. 

At  the  time  this  house  was  built  it  was  voted 
not  to  paint  the  clapboards  or  do  the  roof  with 
rosin,  tar  and  pitch,  and  the  house  remained  un- 
painted  many  years.  The  foundation  was  of 
rough,  unhammered  granite,  selected  with 
great  care  "from  all  the  surrounding  forests," 
and  "was  a  curiosity  on  account  of  its  rare  beau- 
ty, and  regularity  considering  that  its  composite 
parts  were  mostly  in  their  natural  state." 
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Some  of  those  stones  were  wrought  into  the 
foundation  of  the  fourth  meeting-house,  and 
some  few  of  them  which  were  not  damaged  by 
the  fire  are  in  the  foundation  of  the  present 
building. 

That  building  was  the  property  of  the  Par- 
ish and  the  pews  were  sold,  except  No.  1,  which 
was  set  apart  for  the  minister's  family,  and  ap- 
praised at  100£  "old  tenner."  The  highest  tax- 
payer had  the  first  choice  and  his  pew  was  num- 
bered two,  no  matter  which  one  he  selected ;  and 
then  the  pews  dropped  in  price  twenty  shillings, 
"old  tenner,"  on  every  pew  through  the  whole 
house.  The  numbers  on  the  pew  doors  showed 
the  relative  financial  standing  of  the  pewhold- 
ers.  In  this  way  fifty-nine  pews  were  sold;  the 
second  for  the  same  price  as  the  first,  13£,  6s., 
8d.,  this  being  the  equal  of  100£,  old  tenner,  and 
the  fifty-ninth  for  5£,  14s.,  8d.  The  title  to  these 
pews  vested  in  the  purchaser  and  would  descend 
to  his  legal  representatives,  the  same  as  any  oth- 
er property. 

On  the  north  of  this  house,  and  facing"  the 
east,  was  built  a  row  of  horse  sheds,  each  about 
nine  feet  in  width  and  fitted  with  a  trough  for 
the  horse's  grain.  These  sheds  were  required  by 
the  church  attendants  who  lived  at  a  distance 
and  who  remained  for  the  afternoon  service. 
They  were  the  property  of  individuals,  and  not 
of  the  Parish,  and  they  afforded  ample  room  for 
their  owners  to  assemble  after  the  noon  lunch 
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and  talk  over  the  news  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
it  is  said  that  many  a  horse  and  jackknife  trade 
was  arranged  there  to  be  consummated  the  next 
day. 

In  1815  some  changes  were  made  in  the 
steeple  of  this  meeting-house,  and  a  new  bell 
purchased,  which  was  cast  by  Paul  Revere,  who 
made  the  midnight  ride  to  Lexington  and  Con- 
cord, immortalized  by  Longfellow.  This  bell  was 
faithfully  rung  at  twelve  o'clock  every  day  for 
the  noon  meal,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  as  the 
signal  for  retiring,  until  1859,  when  the  meet- 
ing-house was  raised  up,  turned  around,  en- 
larged, and  remodeled,  and  supplied  with  a  new 
spire,  tower  clock,  and  a  new  bell  which  was 
presented  to  the  Parish  by  the  late  Capt.  Thomas 
Emerson,  one  of  the  most  generous  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  this  town  has  ever  known,  and 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  our  fellow-member, 
Francis  H.  Emerson,  and  of  Eugene  E.  Emer- 
son, so  many  years  prominent  in  our  church  and 
Parish.  The  Revere  bell  was  then  removed  to  the 
belfrey  of  the  old  town  house  which  first  stood 
in  the  Park  near  where  the  Pagoda  now  stands, 
and  was  later  removed  to  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Salem  streets.  That  building  was  demol- 
ished about  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  bell  was 
then  removed  to  the  belfrey  of  the  high  school 
building,  where  it  now  hangs. 

Between  the  years  1850  and  1858  the  meet- 
ing-house and  its  location  became   unsatisfac- 
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tory  and  its  accommodations  insufficient,  and  the 
methods  of  procuring  money  for  the  support  of 
the  church  were  inadequate,  and  there  were 
held  several  parish  meetings  and  several  com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
improved  methods  of  procedure. 

For  some  time  there  had  been  a  growing 
feeling  in  the  Parish  that  the  private  ownership 
of  pews  worked  a  disadvantage  in  raising  the 
current  expenses  of  the  church  and  that  some 
pew  owners  who  had  an  absolute  right  to  occu- 
py their  pews  and  receive  all  the  benefits  of  re- 
ligious services,  failed  to  contribute  a  propor- 
tionate amount  towards  the  yearly  expenses. 
Of  necessity  this  engendered  a  considerable 
feeling  among  other  members. 

The  committees  endeavored  with  great  ear- 
nestness to  obtain  an  agreement  from  all  the 
pewholders  to  surrender  their  pews  to  the  Par- 
ish, but  failed ;  they  found  a  few  who  would  not 
make  that  concession. 

At  last  in  1858  a  Parish  meeting  was  held 
at  which  a  committee  chosen  at  a  former  meet- 
ing under  the  following  Article :  "To  see  if  the 
Parish  will  avail  itself  of  the  benefit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Act  passed  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1845 
entitled  *An  Act  Relative  to  Religious  Socie- 
ties' ",  etc.,  Stat.  1845,  ch.  258.  The  committee 
reported  in  favor  of  such  action,  and  further 
"that  the  pews  be  appraised  according  to  law 
and  taken  by  the  Parish."   Their  report  was 
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adopted  and  Deacon  Caleb  Wakefield  of  Bead- 
ing, A.  L.  White,  Esq.,  of  Melrose,  and  Daniel 
Stevens,  Esq.,  of  Stoneham,  were  appointed  ap- 
praisers. The  pews  were  appraised  and  sold  ac- 
cording to  law  to  the  Parish. 

By  this  action  the  pewholders  were  divest- 
ed of  their  individual  titles  and  the  legal  title 
became  vested  in  the  Parish,  where  it  now  re- 
mains. Today  no  one  will  question  the  wisdom 
of  that  action. 

During  this  period  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Parish  were  raised  by  taxation  and  subscrip- 
tion, but,  as  in  some  more  modern  times,  these 
did  not  cover  the  amount  required.  One  of  those 
occasions  was  in  the  year  1862,  at  which  time 
Captain  Emerson,  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  of- 
fered to  pay  one  third  of  the  entire  amount  of 
the  debt,  which  was  $10,402.53.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  original  subscription  paper,  and  there 
his  name  heads  the  list  for  $3,476.53.  It  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  name  of  Lucius  Beebe  for  one 
thousand  dollars,  Francis  P.  Hurd  for  one  thous- 
and dollars,  and  Thomas  Emerson,  Jr.,  for  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  many  others  of  smaller 
amounts  down  to  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Lucius  Beebe  resided  on  what  all  of  us 
call  the  Beebe  Homestead,  now  occupied  by  his 
son,  Junius  Beebe,  to  whose  earnest  efforts  and 
liberal  subscriptions  we  are  largely  indebted  for 
the  privilege  of  this  occasion.  I  am  frank  to  say 
that  Mr.  Lucius  Beebe  possessed  the  most  evenly 
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balanced  mind  and  was  really  the  wisest  man 
I  have  ever  personally  met;  methodical,  strict- 
ly honest  in  every  particular,  and  faithful  to 
every  trust.  I  have  often  said  of  him  that  had  he 
pursued  the  study  of  law  he  would  have  been 
the  peer  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  everywhere  rec- 
ognized as  the  greatest  chief  justice  Massachu- 
setts has  ever  had. 

Francis  P.  Hurd  was  a  retired  physician, 
who  lived  on  the  spot  where  is  now  the  palatial 
residence  of  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Walton,  whose  in- 
itiative mind,  generous  spirit,  and  business  push 
has  helped  in  the  most  material  way  to  make  the 
present  occasion  possible.  His  name  is  a  synonym 
for  helpful  and  charitable  deeds.  Dr.  Hurd  nev- 
er attended  church.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was 
ever  in  either  one  of  the  Congregational  meet- 
ing-houses ;  but  he  was  a  most  generous  giver  to 
the  support  of  the  gospel.  He  always  kept  a  pew, 
and  when  they  were  sold  at  auction  one  of  the 
most  desirable  was  struck  off  to  him  at  the  high- 
est figure,  and  he  never  failed  to  ratify  the  bid 
and  pay  the  price. 

Thomas  Emerson,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Emerson,  and  lived  in  the  house  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Fred  B.  Carpenter.  He  was  a  man 
of  most  courteous  and  gentlemanly  bearing,  gen- 
erous in  every  impulse ;  of  strict  business  integ- 
rity, and  a  welcome  guest  in  every  household. 

That  meeting-house  was  demolished  by 
friendly  hands  in   1890   to   give   place   to   the 
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fourth  meeting-house,  having  served  during  the 
pastorates  of  Rev.  Caleb  Prentiss,  Rev.  Reuben 
Emerson,  Rev.  Alfred  Emerson,  Rev.  Joseph  D. 
Hull,  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Johnson,  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Bliss,  Rev.  David  N.  Beach,  Rev.  William  H. 
Brodhead,  and  a  part  of  that  of  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Wallace. 


Fourth  zJhCeeting-house 
ereiied  in  i8go 
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BETWEEN  1859  AND  1886  the  congregation 
and  Sunday  School,  which  last  year  cele- 
brated the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  es- 
tablishment, outgrew  their  quarters,  and  the 
meeting-house  became  largely  out  of  repair.  The 
enterprise  of  building  the  fourth  meeting-house 
had  its  birth  January  11th,  1886,  when  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  what  repairs 
should  be  made  upon  the  old  building.  That 
committee  reported  that  it  was  advisable  to 
make  only  such  repairs  as  v^^ere  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  safety,  and  that  a  new  house  of  worship 
should  be  at  once  erected.  This  matter  was  the 
subject  of  frequent  discussions  without  further 
action  until  January  1888,  when  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions.  Prelim- 
inary drawings  were  made,  but  it  was  found 
that  the  subscriptions  were  insufficient  to  war- 
rant the  adoption  of  those  plans.  In  May  1889  a 
new  committee  was  appointed,  and  during  the 
year  other  plans  were  obtained,  but  those  also 
proved  too  expensive  and  were  abandoned. 

March  31st,  1890,  the  Parish  again  grap- 
pled with  the  question,  and  submitted  the  whole 
matter  to  a  committee  of  fifteen  composed  of 

John  G.  Aborn 

George  H.  Maddock 

John  W.  White 

Junius  Beebe 

William  D.  Deadman 

William  P.  Preston 
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Thomas  J.  Skinner 

Samuel  K.  Hamilton 

Richard  Britton 

David  H.  Darling 

Edwin  E.  Emerson 

Chester  W.  Eaton 

Frederick  B.  Carpenter 

Arthur  G.  Walton 

Ezra  M.  South  worth 
There  were  added  to  that  committee  from  the 
Parish  April  26,  1899  : 

Charles  F.  Mansfield 

Joseph  L.  Gooch 

Melvin  W.  Boardman 
Deacon  John  G.  Aborn  was  the  first  chairman  of 
that  committee,  but  on  account  of  business  en- 
gagements later  resigned,  and  Samuel  K.  Ham- 
ilton was  chosen  his  successor. 

Deacon  Aborn  for  more  than  half  a  century- 
was  closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
church  and  parish.  For  many  years  he  was  a  sen- 
ior deacon  and  he  discharged  all  the  duties  of 
the  deaconite  with  energy  and  fidelity. 

That  committee  were  given  authority  to 
dispose  of  the  old  building  and  contract  for  a 
new  one  whenever  the  sum  of  forty-five  thous- 
and dollars  should  be  subscribed.  They  unani- 
mously adopted  the  original  plans,  which  were 
drawn  by  Messrs.  Hartwell  &  Richardson,  and 
the  requisite  amount  having  been  subscribed,  a 
contract  for  the  erection  of  the  meeting-house 
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was  made  May  6th,  1890,  with  Messrs.  Darling 
Brothers  of  Worcester. 

That  committee  had  authority  to  choose  a 
building  committee  of  five,  which  they  did,  com- 
posed of  Messrs.  Thomas  J.  Skinner,  David  H. 
Darling,  Junius  Beebe,  George  H.  Maddock,  and 
Samuel  K.  Hamilton.  Samuel  K.  Hamilton  was 
chosen  chairman  and  Thomas  J.  Skinner  secre- 
tary of  that  committee. 

Mr.  James  Driver,  of  the  firm  of  Hartwell 
&  Richardson,  had  immediate  charge  of  the 
plans,  contracts,  and  the  supervision  of  the 
work,  and  to  him  the  Parish  was  much  indebted 
for  the  solidity  of  the  material,  the  construction 
of  the  building,  the  beauty  of  its  finish,  the  con- 
venience of  its  arrangement,  and  the  satisfac- 
tory completion  of  its  entire  equipment. 

It  became  necessary  in  the  first  instance  for 
the  committee  to  dispose  of  the  old  building, 
which  they  endeavored  in  various  ways  to  do. 
The  highest  offer  obtainable  was  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  from  a  party  who  wished  to  use 
it  for  a  skating  rink.  The  committee  thought  it 
very  undesirable,  almost  a  sacrilege,  to  have  it 
used  for  such  a  purpose,  and  the  offer  was  re- 
fused. Mr.  Maddock  made  an  offer  of  the  same 
amount,  which  the  committee  accepted.  He  im- 
mediately took  for  his  partner  Mr.  Reuben  H. 
Mitchell,  who  had  been  our  sexton  for  a  number 
of  years.  A  day  or  two  ago  Mr.  Maddock  showed 
me  a  receipt  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
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signed  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Skinner,  Parish  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Mitchell  superintended  the  demolition 
of  the  building,  and  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Maddock  took  away  a  large  part  of  the  timber 
and  used  it  in  the  construction  of  a  house  for 
himself  located  on  Curve  street,  in  this  town.  I 
am  informed  that  the  stair  railing  leading  from 
the  entrance  to  the  building  to  the  auditorium 
is  now  in  use  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Maddock  reserved  some  portions  of  the 
timbers  and  from  them  caused  to  be  built  the 
pulpit,  five  chairs,  and  the  communion  table  for 
use  in  the  new  church.  The  top  of  the  commun- 
ion table  contained  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pieces  of  the  finest  of  the  wood,  so  mitered  to- 
gether that  only  the  closest  inspection  could  be- 
tray the  fact  that  the  whole  top  was  not  one 
single  slab. 

This  furniture  was  presented  to  the  Parish 
by  the  Primary  Department  of  the  Sunday 
School,  over  which  Mr.  Maddock  presided  as 
superintendent  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  cane  made  from  a  raft- 
er in  the  old  church,  and  presented  to  our  then 
pastor.  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace,  by  Mr.  Mad- 
dock. It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  years  since 
this  wood  was  cut  from  that  Ministerial  Lot,  now 
covered  with  business  houses  and  beautiful  resi- 
dences. Tonight  this  cane  has  been  brought  here 
by  Miss  Ethelwin  Wallace,  and  in  behalf  of  her 
sisters,  Mrs.  Ruth  W.  Currier,  and  Mrs.  Olive  P. 
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Rhodes,  and  herself,  presented  to  the  Parish  as 
a  remembrance  of  their  honored  father.  Those 
of  us  who  remember  Mr.  Wallace  will  recall 
with  pleasure  his  conservative  tendencies,  pow- 
erful sermons,  his  unanswerable  logic;  his  vig- 
orous tread  and  the  sound  of  that  cane  as  he 
traveled  about  our  streets  to  make  his  pastoral 
visits,  or  took  the  long  walks  into  the  country  in 
which  he  took  so  much  delight. 

The  farewell  services  in  the  old  meeting- 
house were  held  May  24th,  1890,  and  it  was  a 
most  impressive  occasion.  A  large  congregation 
from  our  own  and  the  other  churches  of  the 
town  joined  in  the  solemn  exercises,  their  hearts 
and  minds  deeply  moved  by  tender  memories 
and  hallowed  associations.  The  sadness  and  pa- 
thos of  the  parting  scene  were  tempered  and 
glorified  by  hopeful  visions  of  the  future.  The 
pervading  spirit  of  the  hour  was  given  express- 
ion in  the  sermon  preached  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Wallace,  the  address  of  Rev.  David 
N.  Beach,  a  former  pastor,  and  the  affectionate 
and  fraternal  words  of  Rev.  Noah  R.  Everts, 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  behalf  of  the 
local  churches. 

The  work  of  rebuilding  was  begun  as  soon 
as  the  removal  of  the  timbers  and  lumber  could 
be  accomplished,  which  progressed  so  rapidly 
that  the  foundation  was  placed,  and  the  corner 
stone  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  building,  on 
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which  is  cut  the  figures  "1892"  enclosed  in  a  cir- 
cle, was  laid  October  11th,  1890,  This  stone,  con- 
taining a  copper  memorial  box  filled  with  ap- 
propriate and  significant  articles,  was  laid  by 
Deacon  John  G.  Aborn,  chairman  of  the  Build- 
ing Committee,  who  presided.  The  service  was 
participated  in  by  the  pastor  and  the  members 
of  the  Building  Committee  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  gathering  of  people  drawn  thither  by  their 
interest  and  the  novelty  of  the  occasion. 

After  a  prayer  and  a  short  address  by  Mr. 
Wallace,  the  pastor.  Deacon  Aborn  read  the  list 
of  articles  and  papers  to  be  deposited,  and  ex- 
hibited each  one  as  he  placed  it  carefully  in  the 
box,  then  sealed  the  box,  placed  it  in  the  excava- 
tion in  the  stone  made  for  its  reception,  and  cov- 
ered it  with  the  utmost  care  with  the  most  en- 
during cement  possible  to  obtain.  The  workmen 
then  raised  the  stone  and  lowered  it  to  its  place, 
where  it  now  remains,  squared,  leveled,  and 
plumbed,  and  Deacon  Aborn  pronounced  the 
dedicatory  words:  "I  declare  that  this  stone  is 
well  and  truly  laid  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen." 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  silver  trowel  used  by 
Deacon  Aborn  on  that  occasion.  After  the  death 
of  Deacon  Aborn,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Aborn, 
presented  it  to  Deacon  John  W.  White,  and  he 
tonight  through  me  has  presented  it  to  the  Par- 
ish, in  whose  custody  it  will  remain  as  one  of  its 
most  valued  historic  treasures. 
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The  work  progressed  with  reasonable  des- 
patch, and  the  building  was  completed  and  fur- 
nished prior  to  March  10th,  1902,  when  it  was 
dedicated  and  the  keys  turned  over  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Building  Committee  to  Hon.  Richard 
Britton,  for  many  years  the  efficient  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Parish  Assessors.  The  exercises 
of  dedication  were  participated  in  by  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace,  Rev.  D.  Augustine 
Newton,  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Winchester,  Rev.  A.  G.  Bale,  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Melrose,  Rev.  F.  S. 
Adams,  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Reading,  Rev.  David  N.  Beach,  D.  D.,  pastor 
of  the  church  from  1879  to  1884,  and  minister  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Cambridge, 
who  preached  the  sermon ;  Rev.  W.  W.  Sleeper, 
minister  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Stone- 
ham,  Rev.  H.  L.  Brickett,  minister  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Lynnfield,  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Emerson,  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Clinton,  Conn.,  and  son  of  Thomas  Emerson, 
Jr. ;  and  brief  addresses  were  made  by  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Bliss,  pastor  of  the  church  from  1862 
to  1877,  Rev.  N.  R.  Everts,  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Rev.  L.  L.  Greene,  pastor  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  Rev.  J.  H.  Tompson,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Staunton,  Rec- 
tor of  Emmanuel  Church. 

The  following  dedicatory  hymn  was  writ- 
ten by  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace : 
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"My  Father's  house :" — a  house  of  prayer; 

Such  was  our  Saviour's  hallowed  thought 
Of  temple  shrine,  when  finding  there 

The  mart  of  those  who  sold  and  bought. 

"My  Father's  house :"  the  very  place 
For  mother-heart  to  find  her  boy, 

Whose  lips  had  asked,  with  winning  grace, 
Questions  which  stirred  the  rabbis'  joy. 

"My  Father's  house:"  within  whose  walls. 
Children  once  trod  with  noiseless  feet; 

And  sang  to  Him,  who  graced  its  halls, 
"Hosannas,"  pure,  sublime  and  sweet. 

"My  Father's  house:"  where  Jesus  spoke 
In  love's  sweet  strain,  with  heavenly  power; 

Till  light  on  life  and  duty  broke. 
And  made  it  a  remembered  hour. 

O  God,  our  Father,  make  this  shrine. 
In  which  we  bow,  a  place  of  prayer; 

Of  patient  search  for  truth  divine ; 
Of  song  triumphant  over  care. 

So  bless  it,  that  we  all  shall  hear 

The  true  evangel  of  Thy  Son ; 
And  lift  to  Thee,  with  accent  clear. 

That  prayer  of  prayers : — "Thy  will  be  done." 

So  bless  it,  that  through  all  our  days, 
We  to  its  sacred  courts  may  come ; 

May  learn  of  heaven,  whose  speech  is  praise, 
"The  Father's  house,"  the  soul's  true  home. 

The  meeting-house  was  occupied  during  a 
part  of  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace, 
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all  of  that  of  Rev.  Albert  P.  Davis,  and  that  of 
our  present  pastor,  Rev.  Austin  Rice,  until  its 
partial  destruction  by  fire  February  21st,  1909. 

This  edifice  stood  upon  the  same  spot  as  the 
present  one,  was  of  the  same  shape,  and  covered 
exactly  the  same  area.  The  style  was  also  the 
same,  being  a  simple,  harmonious  development 
of  Byzantine  Romanesque,  form  and  color,  rath- 
er than  elaborate  detail  being  relied  upon  for 
architectural  eft'ect.  The  walls  of  the  building 
were  of  two  shades  of  gray  granite  from  the 
quarries  in  Monson,  Mass.,  and  the  roof  of  a 
light  gray  slate  from  Fairhaven,  Vermont. 

The  interior  of  the  building  presented  the 
same  general  appearance  as  the  present  one,  ex- 
cept in  such  particulars  as  are  described  later  in 
this  address.  The  location  of  the  different  rooms 
was  the  same.  The  entire  finish  of  the  auditor- 
ium was  of  quartered  oak,  and  the  finish  of  the 
rooms  was  of  the  finest  building  pine. 

The  organ,  built  by  George  H.  Ryder  & 
Company  of  Reading,  Mass.,  was  in  the  same  lo- 
cation, as  were  also  the  choir,  gallery  and  the 
pastor's  room. 

There  were  eight  memorial  windows,  as 
follows : 

North  Group.  In  memory  of  Thomas  Em- 
erson and  Betsey  (Hartshorn)  Emer- 
son. Erected  by  Geo.  O.  Carpenter  and 
Maria  J.  Carpenter;  subject:  "Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity." 
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South  Group.  In  memory  of  Lucius  Beebe 
and  Sylenda  (Morris)  Beebe.  Erected 
by    their    children;    subject:    "Christ 
Walking  on  the  Sea." 
East  Side.  In  memory  of  John  and  Nancy 
White.  Erected  by  Miss  Nancy  White 
and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Abom. 
East  Side.  In  memory  of  Aaron  and  Eliza- 
beth Cowdrey.  Erected  by  Mr.  P.  Bra- 
ley  and  the  grandchildren. 
East  Side.  In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Aborn. 

Erected  by  John  G.  Aborn. 
East  Side.  In  memory  of  John  and  Harriet 
Brown.  Erected  by  Thomas  J.  Skinner 
and  Harriet  E.  Skinner. 
East  Side.  In  memory  of  David  P.  Lane. 
Erected  by  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Ballard,  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Roby,  and  Mr.  D.  Harry  Darling. 
West  Side.  In  memory  of  Deacon  George 
R.   Morrison  and  Sarah  E.   Morrison. 
Erected    by    their    children;    subject 
"The  Light  of  the  World." 
The    means    to    erect   that   meeting-house 
were  raised  by  a  series  of  pledges,  each  running 
over  a  period  of  three  years,  payments  to  be 
made  quarterly.  Those  pledges  were  made  in  re- 
sponse to  urgent  public  appeals  and  by  person- 
al application  by  the  members  of  the  committee 
not  only  to  the  members  of  our  congregation  but 
to  various  persons  in  the  town  who  were,  as  the 
committee  believed,  interested  in  having  a  meet- 
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ing-house  erected  which  would  not  only  answer 
the  demands  of  the  Parish  but  would  be  a  credit 
and  ornament  to  the  town.  These  solicitations 
were  met  in  a  cordial  spirit  and  with  prompt 
compliance. 

The  pledges  and  payments  extended  from 
1890  to  1904,  when  they  were  completed  and 
the  mortgage  discharged. 

The  cost  of  the  building  exclusive  of  gifts 
and  memorial  windows,  of  which  the  value  was 
unknown,  was  $106,392.71.  These  figures  do  not 
include  the  interest  on  the  mortgage  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  subsisting  upon  the  building 
and  land  at  the  time  of  the  dedication.  Between 
the  day  of  dedication  and  the  11th  day  of  May 
1904  this  debt  was  paid  and  cancelled,  and  on 
that  date  the  payment  was  celebrated  with  ap- 
propriate exercises,  and  the  mortgage  and  note 
were  committee  to  the  flames  in  the  presence  of 
an  audience  completely  filling  the  auditorium, 
the  gallery,  and  a  generous  overflow  in  the 
chapel. 

That  was  an  occasion  of  great  satisfaction 
and  much  rejoicing,  and  was  participated  in  by 
the  Woburn  Conference  by  the  same  Mr.  New- 
ton who  represents  the  neighboring  churches 
this  evening,  by  the  pastors  of  all  our  local 
churches,  and  by  Dr.  Beach,  who  from  the  day 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  here  on  one  of  the 
hottest  Sundays  I  have  ever  seen,  has  been  a 
welcome  visitor,  mingling  with  us  in  our  joys. 
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and  comforting  us  in  our  afflictions  and  misfor- 
tunes. 

During  the  occupancy  of  that  meeting-house 
the  money  for  the  support  of  religious  services 
was  raised  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  eith- 
er a  committee  of  the  Parish  or  the  Assessors 
assigned  pews  to  the  subscribers. 

PROMPTLY  after  the  fire,  and  as  soon  as  the 
by-laws  of  the  Parish  would  permit,  the  As- 
sessors called  a  meeting  of  the  Parish  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Methodist  Church,  which  had 
been  kindly  tendered,  to  take  all  necessary  ac- 
tion looking  toward  the  rebuilding  of  the  meet- 
ing-house. It  was  the  largest  meeting  ever  held 
by  the  Parish,  there  being  more  than  one  hun- 
dred members  present.  It  was  unanimously  vot- 
ed to  rebuild. 

A  Committee  of  Fifteen  were  appointed 
with  full  power  to  raise  the  money  and  rebuild 
or  restore  the  meeting  house,  as  they  found  best, 
and  to  continue  in  office  until  all  bills  were  paid. 
This  Committee  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
sons: 

Junius  Beebe 

Edward  A.  Carlisle 

James  Driver 

Theodore  Eaton 

Joseph  L.  Gooch 

Samuel  K.  Hamilton 

George  H.  Maddock 
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Charles  E.  Montague,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Oswald  A.  Parker 

Thomas  J.  Skinner 

Palmer  H.  Southworth 

Harry  I.  Thayer 

Arthur  G.  Walton 

C.  Winsor  Whitten 

John  W.  White 
Samuel  K.  Hamilton  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Theodore  Eaton  secretary. 

The  Committee  were  empowered  to  appoint 
five  of  their  members  as  a  committee  to  have 
special  and  immediate  charge  of  the  entire 
work,  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen: 

Junius  Beebe 

Samuel  K.  Hamilton 

George  H.  Maddock 

Arthur  G.  Walton 

John  W.  White 
They  selected  Samuel  K.  Hamilton  chairman, 
and  as  secretary  John  W.  White,  who  was  clerk 
of  our  Parish  for  twenty-six  years,  and  is  now 
our  senior  deacon,  and  to  whom  for  his  useful 
and  faithful  services  and  those  of  his  wife  this 
Parish  and  Church  are  greatly  indebted. 

The  Committee  at  once  engaged  Messrs. 
Hartwell,  Richardson  &  Driver  as  architects, 
and  Mr.  Driver  immediately  resigned  from  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen. 

It  was  apparent  that  it  was  necessary  to 
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rebuild  or  restore  the  meeting-house  upon  the 
lines  of  the  former  edifice.  The  architects  pro- 
ceeded with  despatch  to  draft  plans  and  secure 
contractors.  Mr.  Driver  had  the  immediate 
charge  and  supervision  of  the  contracts  and  the 
entire  work,  and  he  gave  to  it  the  same  careful 
and  constant  attention  that  he  did  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  former  building. 

After  what  seemed  a  long  period  of  delay 
the  insurance  was  finally  adjusted,  and  $62,- 
282.17  was  the  amount  received.  Mr.  Palmer 
H.  Southworth,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen,  and  who  placed  the  insurance,  was  very 
efficient  in  effecting  this  settlement,  and  by  his 
knowledge  of  insurance  law  and  rules  undoubt- 
edly increased  the  amount  received  by  several 
thousand  dollars. 

In  approaching  the  task  of  rebuilding  it 
was  found  that  the  interior  woodwork,  includ- 
ing the  beautiful  memorial  windows,  together 
with  all  the  furnishings,  had  been  entirely  des- 
troyed, and  the  exterior  of  the  building  on  the 
west,  north,  and  east  to  nearly  the  main  en- 
trance had  been  destroyed  or  so  damaged  that 
new  material  and  new  construction  were  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  tower  and  the  wall  on  the 
south  a  little  beyond  the  main  entrance,  the  wall 
on  the  east,  and  a  part  of  the  westwall  remained 
practically  unimpared.  The  parts  of  the  walls 
destroyed  were  rebuilt  with  granite  from  the 
Monson  quarries,  and  the  roof  was  covered  with 


Page  Forty-nine 


Vermont  slate,  but  not  from  the  Fairhaven 
quarry,  which  had  been  exhausted. 

The  exterior  of  this  building  presents  the 
same  aspect  as  the  former,  except  upon  the 
west,  where  the  walls  were  raised  one  story  to 
give  space  for  Sunday  School  class  rooms. 

The  interior  of  the  building  was  materially 
changed  by  excavating  the  basement  to  the 
western  end,  thus  giving  space  to  enlarge  the 
dining-room  and  kitchen.  The  size  and  general 
appearance  of  the  auditorium  in  this  building 
remain  the  same  as  in  the  fourth.  The  frescoing 
at  the  front  on  the  east  side  was  improved.  The 
keyboard  of  the  organ  was  changed  from  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  instrument  to  a  posi- 
tion facing  the  choir.  The  present  pulpit,  chairs, 
and  communion  table  are  an  exact  duplication 
of  those  in  the  former  meeting-house. 

The  most  marked  changes  are  in  the  char- 
acter and  location  of  the  memorial  windows.  In 
the  former  building  the  window  over  the  pulpit 
and  choir  was  in  memory  of  Thomas  and  Betsey 
(Hartshorn)  Emerson,  erected  by  George  O. 
Carpenter  and  Maria  J.  (Emerson)  Carpenter. 
The  window  on  the  south  was  in  memory  of  Lu- 
cius Beebe  and  Sylenda  (Morris)  Beebe,  erect- 
ed by  their  children.  In  the  present  building 
there  is  no  memorial  window  on  the  south  side. 
The  space  on  the  north  side  is  occupied  by  a 
beautiful  window  in  honor  of  Lucius  Beebe  and 
Sylenda  (Morris)  Beebe,  erected  by  their  chil- 
dren. 
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The  design  embodies  a  combination  of  the 
Nativity,  the  visit  of  the  Shepherds  and  the 
Epiphany  with  the  Magi  bringing  their  gifts  to 
the  Christ  Child.  The  left-hand  opening  shows 
the  Three  Wise  Men,  or  Kings,  doing  reverance 
and  depositing  their  presents,  the  right-hand 
opening  Shepherds  in  adoration,  the  central 
opening  the  Holy  Family  with  an  accompany- 
ing angel  in  the  lower  section  and  above  three 
praising  angels  holding  a  scroll  bearing  the 
wording  from  the  well-known  Christmas  hymn : 
"Hark,  the  Herald  Angels  Sing:  Glory  to  Our 
New  Born  King." 

On  the  east  side,  and  beginning  at  the  north 
end,  are, 

I.  Saint  John.  In  memory  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  H.  Emerson.  Given  by  George  O. 
Carpenter  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  son  of  George  O. 
and  Maria  J.  (Emerson)  Carpenter. 

Saint  John  is  shown  as  the  beloved  apostle 
with  the  tomb  at  his  right  and  Calvary  in  the 
remote  background,  expressing  his  devotion 
above  the  other  disciples  who  forsook  the  Christ 
in  His  last  hour.  He  holds  the  Chalice,  his  par- 
ticular emblem,  in  his  hand. 

H.  Eunice  With  the  Child  Timothy.  In 
memory  of  John  and  Harriet  Brown.  Given  by 
their  grandchildren. 

Eunice,  always  connected  with  the  educa- 
tional example  she  set  before  her  son  Timothy, 
is  instructing  him  for  the  ministry  he  is  later  to 
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take  up  under  the  Apostle  Paul.  To  quote  from 
II  Epistle  of  Paul  to  Timothy,  chap.  1,  verse  5 : 
"When  I  call  to  remembrance  the  unfeigned 
faith  that  is  in  thee,  which  dwelt  first  in  thy 
grandmother  Lois,  and  thy  mother  Eunice ;  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  is  in  thee  also." 

III.  The  Light  of  the  World.  In  mem- 
ory of  Deacon  George  R.  Morrison  and  Sarah  E. 
Morrison.  Erected  by  their  children. 

This  window  is  a  frank  and  exact  copy  of 
the  famous  picture  painted  by  Holman  Hunt  of 
the  Victorian  Pre-Raphaelite  School  with  the 
exception  that  the  glass  is  purposely  made 
slightly  lighter  in  tone  than  the  coloring  of  the 
picture,  that  it  might  the  better  harmonize  with 
the  other  windows,  which  are  of  a  light  and 
cheerful  nature. 

IV.  Dorcas.  In  memory  of  Rev.  Charles 
Robinson  Bliss  and  Mary  Farnham  Bliss.  Erect- 
ed by  the  Mary  Farnham  Bliss  Society. 

Dorcas  is  here  shown  symbolizing  the  spir- 
it of  Charity.  A  child  descending  the  steps  from 
the  world  of  want  and  need  into  a  garden,  looks 
pleadingly  unto  Dorcas,  who  embraces  and 
draws  closely  and  lovingly  the  warm  folds  of 
her  rich  mantle  about  the  child. 

V.  The  Good  Shepherd.  In  memory  of 
Deacon  John  Gould  Aborn.  Erected  by  Mary  E. 
Aborn,  his  wife. 

Requires  no  description:  the  usual  situa- 
tion of  Christ  as  the  Good  Shepherd  returning 
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with  the  lost  sheep  recovered  from  the  wilder- 
ness of  sin. 

VI.  Hannah  with  Child  Samuel.  Erect- 
ed by  Melvin  J.  Hill  in  loving  memory  of  his 
wife,  Louise  E.  Hill,  and  his  son,  Ernest  T.  Hill. 

This  design  shows  Hannah,  who  before  his 
birth  dedicated  her  son  to  the  service  of  God, 
showing  Samuel  the  breast  plate  of  the  High 
Priest  which  he  is  to  some  day  wear  and  instill- 
ing into  his  childish  mind  the  high  calling  for 
which  he  is  destined.  The  scene  is  laid  in  an  an- 
te-room of  the  Temple  where  Eli  officiates. 

VH.  Saint  Paul.  In  memory  of  Thomas 
Judson  Skinner  and  Harriet  Elizabeth  Skinner. 
Given  by  their  children. 

Saint  Paul  is  shown  in  characteristic  atti- 
tude as  preacher.  The  scene  is  at  Athens  with 
the  Acropolis  and  Parthenon  in  the  background. 
He  is  in  his  traditional  color  of  blue. 

In  the  erection  of  the  present  edifice  your 
Committee  have  expended  the  sum  of  $120,- 
903.98,  exclusive  of  interest,  gifts,  and  memor- 
ial windows.  The  amount  of  interest  paid  was 
$4,911.01,  making  the  total  amount  paid,  $125,- 
814.99. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  gifts  is  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  of  the  memorial  windows 
five  thousand  and  fifty  dollars.  The  value  of  the 
property  after  the  fire  as  estimated  by  the  ap- 
praisers was  thirty-five  thousand  dollars;  mak- 
ing the  total  valuation  of  this  building  with  its 
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furnishings  and  equipment  at  the  time  it  was 
dedicated,  exclusive  of  the  land,  $161,953.98. 

The  organ,  built  by  the  Austin  Organ  Com- 
pany of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  opened  in  an  or- 
gan recital  by  Prof.  Henry  M.  Dunham  of  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Music  as  organist,  on  the 
29th  day  of  January  1912,  which  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  an  audience  completely  filling  the 
auditorium. 

The  building  was  dedicated  with  appro- 
priate exercises  on  February  1st,  1912  and  the 
keys  and  the  possession  of  the  building  turned 
over  to  Charles  E.  Montague,  M.  D.,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  who  accepted  the 
same  in  a  happy  manner. 

The  exercises  of  this  dedication  were  par- 
ticipated in  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Austin  Rice,  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Rice,  D.  D.,  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  father 
of  the  pastor.  Rev.  John  O.  Paisley,  Melrose 
Highlands,  Rev.  Halah  H.  Loud,  Lynnfield  Cen- 
tre, Rev.  David  N.  Beach,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary,  Bangor,  Maine, 
and  pastor  of  this  church  from  1879  to  1884, 
who  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  Arthur  S.  Beale 
of  Stoneham;  and  brief  addresses  were  made 
by  Rev.  Robert  W.  Wallace,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  church.  Rev.  D.  Augustine  Newton,  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Reading,  in  be- 
half of  the  Woburn  Association,  Rev.  Hugh  A. 
Heath,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  behalf 
of  the  local  churches,  and  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Em- 
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erson,  Northampton,  Mass.,  a  native  of  Wake- 
field and  a  former  member  of  the  church. 

The  same  dedicatory  hymn  was  used  as 
upon  the  dedication  of  the  fourth  meeting- 
house. 

In  this  beautiful  structure  we  may  see  the 
spirit  of  the  meeting  at  the  pastor's  study 
brought  to  material  completion.  While  our  peo- 
ple have  stood  ready  to  make  every  necessary 
sacrifice  for  its  completion,  they  have  been 
cheered  and  even  made  enthusiastic  by  the 
knowledge  that  the  Lord  loveth  those  whom  He 
chasteneth ;  and  as  we  re-dedicate  this  building 
to  His  service  we  recall  the  past  and  realize 
more  and  more  the  character  and  strength  of 
His  boundless  love. 

While  we  hallow  this  building,  our  minds 
involuntarily  run  back  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five years  to  the  little  log  hut  which  was  the 
house  of  worship  for  this  church,  founded  and 
organized  in  the  same  year.  From  the  logs  of 
that  rude  building  we  see  these  massive  walls 
of  granite;  from  a  plank  placed  on  wooden 
horses  for  a  pulpit,  to  one  of  carved  and  pol- 
ished oak,  a  delight  to  the  eye ;  from  stumps  for 
seats,  these  luxurious  pews;  from  a  fireless  au- 
ditorium, or  at  best,  an  open  fireplace,  a  system 
of  uniform  heating  apparatus  enclosed  between 
fireproof  walls;  from  ventilation  through  the 
cracks  between  the  logs,  an  electrically  driven 
fan  which  gives  pure  air  to  all  parts  of  the 
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building  alike ;  from  the  tuning  fork  to  an  organ 
which  commands  the  commendation  of  musical 
critics ;  from  the  little  wooden  boxes  in  which 
the  people  brought  their  scanty  lunches,  a  din- 
ing-room capable  of  seating  more  than  five  hun- 
dred people,  with  an  admirably  equipped  kit- 
chen, and  cooking  and  serving  arrangements, — 
the  envy  of  many  a  housewife.  On  the  whole, 
from  a  log  hut  to  this  massive  structure,  com- 
plete in  all  its  equipments,  in  which  we  make 
the  deaf  to  hear,  and  from  which  we  send  our 
messages  hundreds  of  miles  away. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  structure  has  been 
expensive.  It  is  true  it  has  cost  more  than  we 
had  hoped  or  expected ;  but  from  its  inception 
there  was  but  one  course  to  take,  and  only  one 
course  considered  by  intelligent  people — that 
was  to  rebuild  upon  the  old  lines.  Wisdom  dic- 
tated that  we  should  build  well,  even  at  the  ne- 
cessarily increased  cost;  solid,  substantial  work 
is  cheaper  than  inferior  construction.  The  build- 
ing itself  is  the  result  of  well  considered  plans, 
the  use  of  the  best  materials  obtainable,  with 
thorough  and  careful  inspection.  To  this  work 
the  architects  and  the  Committee  gave  the  best 
of  themselves. 

Mary  brought  the  alabaster  box  of  precious 
ointment,  very  costly,  and  anointed  her  Mas- 
ter's feet  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair,  while 
critics  stood  apart  and  said :  "Why  has  not  this 
ointment  been  sold  for  three  hundred  pence  and 
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given  to  the  poor?";  but  the  Master  said:  "Why- 
trouble  ye  this  woman?  Let  her  alone.  She  hath 
wrought  a  good  work  upon  me."  The  record 
fails  to  disclose  the  amount  of  the  benevolences 
of  those  who  murmured. 

To  the  erection  of  this  building  our  people 
have  brought  their  boxes  of  precious  ointment 
and  laid  them  at  the  Master's  feet,  and  in  the 
humble  spirit  of  Mary  they  have  dedicated  this 
building  to  the  service  and  worship  of  "the 
KING  eternal,  immortal,  invisible ;  the  only  wise 
God,  Our  Father,  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  His  Son, 
Our  Lord  and  Saviour;  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
Giver  of  life  and  light.  Our  Sanctifier." 

During  the  years  this  house  was  in  building 
the  Great  Reaper  did  not  forget  to  gather  his 
harvest  from  the  choicest  grain. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Dick,  the  president  and  man- 
ager of  the  company  that  had  the  general  con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  the  building,  while  on 
his  way  to  his  work  here  was  stricken  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  fatally  in  a  few  hours. 
Mr.  Dick  was  conservative  in  the  management 
of  his  affairs,  and  in  all  his  business  rested  his 
feet  upon  a  firm  and  solid  foundation.  His  men- 
tal operations,  though  not  rapid,  were  safe.  He 
was  patient  and  faithful,  and  an  honest  man,  his 
one  desire  being  to  live  fully  up  to  his  contract 
in  letter  and  in  spirit.  After  his  death  the  work 
was  carried  on  by  his  sons,  the  other  members  of 
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his  company,  in  the  same  honorable  and  gener- 
ous spirit. 

February  28th,  1910,  after  a  long  and  dis- 
tressing illness,  but  in  the  fullness  of  his  intellec- 
tual vigor,  Thomas  Judson  Skinner  passed  on  to 
greet  her  who  had  been  his  light,  comfort,  and 
cheer  from  early  boyhood  days. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Skinner  in  the  erection 
of  the  former  building  were  constant  and  inval- 
uable, and  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
served  with  him.  He  was  chosen  upon  the  pres- 
ent Committee,  though  then  an  invalid,  in  the 
hope  that  the  Parish  might  have  the  benefit  of 
his  experience  and  sound  judgment,  and  while 
living  he  gave  to  it  all  in  his  power. 

A  man  of  sound  judgment,  firm  in  his  con- 
victions, fearless  in  his  contentions ;  a  man  of  af- 
fairs, scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  dealings  and 
associations,  he  discharged  all  the  obligations  of 
a  civic  and  christian  life. 

On  October  1st,  1911,  C.  Winsor  Whitten, 
another  member  of  our  Committee,  yielded  to 
the  fond  beckoning  across  the  river,  and  left  be- 
hind him  those  who  were  the  nearest  and  dear- 
est of  all  earthly  loves. 

Boy  and  man  among  us,  he  rose  from  a 
humble  position  to  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest 
mercantile  houses  in  the  great  neighboring  city. 
The  attendance  upon  his  funeral  obsequies  of 
nearly  one  hundred  of  his  associates  and  em- 
ployes,   who,    with    bared    and    bowed    heads, 
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dropped  a  tear  upon  his  casket,  gave  touching 
testimony  to  the  affectionate  regard  in  which  he 
was  held  in  business  circles. 

No  one  of  our  Committee  was  more  careful 
and  painstaking  in  every  matter  that  pertained 
to  the  erection  and  completion  of  this  building 
than  himself,  and  his  demise  left  a  vacancy 
which  could  not  be  filled. 

Happy  in  all  his  domestic  relations,  hospi- 
table in  his  home,  genial  in  his  associations,  un- 
swerving in  his  integrity,  he  led  a  life  of  spot- 
less purity.  He  needed  not  the  baptism  of  the 
visible  church  to  insure  a  ready  entrance  into 
the  Master's  House. 

This  building  needs  no  further  description 
from  me.  Here  it  stands,  massive  in  its  propor- 
tions, beautiful  in  its  architecture,  convenient  in 
its  arrangement,  and  perfect  in  its  equipment — 
open  to  the  vision  of  all. 

In  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  years 
of  the  life  of  this  Parish  it  has  had  seventeen 
pastors,  beginning  with  Rev.  Henry  Green,  and 

ending  with   Rev.   Austin   Rice long,   long, 

LONG  may  he  be  the  last! 

Rev.  Henry  Green  from  1645  to  1648 


Samuel  Haugh 
John  Brock 
Jonathan  Pierpont 
Richard  Brown 
William  Hobby 
Caleb  Prentiss 


1648  to  1662 

1662  to  1688 

1688  to  1709 

1711  to  1733 

1733  to  1765 

1769  to  1803 
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from  1804  to   1850 

"  1845  to  1853 

"  1853  to   1856 

"  1857  to   1860 

"  1862  to   1877 

"  1879  to   1884 

"  1886  to   1887 

"  1888  to   1893 

"  1894  to   1907 

"  1907  to 


Rev.  Reuben  Emerson 
"     Alfred  Emerson 
"     Joseph  D.  Hull 
"     Joseph  B.  Johnson 
"     Charles  R.  Bliss 
"     David  N.  Beach 
"     Wm.  H.  Brodhead 
"     Robert  W.  Wallace 
"     Albert  P.  Davis 
"     Austin  Rice 

From  the  roots  of  the  little  church  estab- 
lished in  1644  to  the  present  time  has  sprung  not 
only  our  own  enlarged  church  with  a  member- 
ship of  681  on  January  1st,  1919,  but  five  sister 
churches,  organized  and  with  a  membership  on 
January  1st,  1919,  as  follows: 

North  Reading  1720  140 

Stoneham  1729  382 

Wilmington  1733  170 

Reading  1770  596 

Lynnfield  Centre  1832  116 

During  the  same  period  the  Parish  has  had 
three  parsonages.  The  first  I  have  already  des- 
cribed. The  second  stood  on  the  corner  of  Com- 
mon and  Lafayette  streets  where  the  High 
School  building  now  stands,  and  was  known  as 
the  Prentiss  house.  The  third  was  on  Church 
street  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  lived  and 
died. 

It  has  had  five  meeting-houses  and  two 
mortgages. 
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The  last  mortgage  I  am  now  prepared  to 
burn. 

I  am  using  the  same  candlestick  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  same  candle  that  was  used  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  burning  of  the  first  mortgage.  The 
candlestick  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Rose  N. 
Whitten,  and  the  candle  has  been  preserved 
with  great  care  by  Mr.  Clinton  H.  Stearns. 

I  will  read  the  discharge  of  the  mortgage 
dated  April  1st,  1916,  and  signed  by  Richard 
Britton,  treasurer  of  the  Wakefield  Savings 
Bank.  The  mortgage  was  discharged  and  the 
mortgage  note  cancelled  on  that  date,  the  ex- 
planation of  which  is  that  when  the  mortgage 
was  negotiated  the  Savings  Bank  was  not  al- 
lowed by  law  to  take  mortgages  on  church  pro- 
perty at  a  rate  of  less  than  five  and  one  half  per 
cent,  and  at  that  time  the  Wakefield  Trust  Com- 
pany offered  to  take  a  note  of  the  Parish  with- 
out security  or  guaranty  for  the  amount  then 
due  on  the  mortgage  note  at  a  rate  of  interest  of 
four  and  one  quarter  per  cent  payable  quarter- 
ly, there  being  then  due  the  sum  of  eight  thous- 
and six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  gener- 
ous offer  was  at  once  accepted,  and  the  Parish 
gave  its  note  for  that  sum  to  the  Trust  Com- 
pany. That  note  was  paid  October  9th,  1918. 

I  pause  in  reverent  remembrance  of  Mr. 
Britton,  my  neighbor  and  friend  for  more  than 
forty  years;  a  leading  citizen  of  the  town  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  taking  an  active  part  in 


Page  Sixty-one 


all  its  municipal  affairs,  and  representing  it  in 
both  branches  of  our  Legislature ;  he  was  faith- 
ful to  every  obligation  imposed  upon  him. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  original  mortgage  to 
the  Savings  Bank  w^hich  it  is  now  my  pleasant 
duty  to  hold  over  the  same  lighted  candle  in  the 
same  candlestick  used  on  a  similar  occasion  fif- 
teen years  ago  and  let  its  ashes  drop  where  I 
pray  they  may  never  rise. 

(Mortgage  Burned) 

It  has  been  thought  desirable  to  retain  in 
the  archives  of  the  Parish  the  original  notes  to 
the  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  in- 
stead I  commit  to  the  flame  a  copy  of  each. 

(Copies  of  Notes  Burned) 

I  now  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to 
you,  Mr.  Rice,  our  loved  and  honored  pastor, 
the  tongs  with  which  I  held  the  mortgage  and 
notes  over  the  flame,  to  be  kept  by  you  as  a  re- 
minder of  this  delightful  occasion. 

Mr.  Melvin  J.  Hill,  for  many  years  the 
treasurer  of  this  Parish,  has  received  all  the 
money  paid  in  on  the  several  subscriptions  and 
distributed  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the 
Building  Committee.  To  him  the  Committee  and 
the  Parish  are  greatly  indebted  for  his  painstak- 
ing, careful  management  and  accurate  account- 
ing of  all  the  funds  that  have  come  into  his 
hands. 
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I  am  instructed  to  announce  that  all  out- 
standing claims  and  bills  against  the  Parish 
have  been  settled  and  paid,  and  that  the  Parish 
is  entirely  free  from  all  debts.  This  desirable  ac- 
complishment is  very  largely  due  to  the  earnest 
and  diplomatic  efforts  of  our  Assessors  and  to 
their  Chairman,  Mr.  Selden  W.  Tyler,  who  has 
been  unceasing  in  his  endeavors  to  effect  this 
end. 

SINCE  that  fateful  morning  ten  years  ago  the 
world  has  gone  awry.  Pestilence  has  stalked 
abroad.  War  has  devastated  some  of  the  fairest 
portions  of  the  earth.  Crimes  unspeakable  and 
unpardonable  have  shaken  our  faith  in  human- 
ity. 

Armies  in  size  never  before  dreamed  of 
have  been  summoned,  trained  and  equipped 
for  the  mightiest  struggle  of  all  time.  Two  mil- 
lions of  the  brave  youth  of  our  own  country  went 
across  the  ocean  to  meet  and  master  the  enemy 
of  civilization,  humanity,  and  religion,  and  two 
millions  more  stood  ready  to  march  at  the  bugle 
call. 

In  that  great  army  one  hundred  and  nine 
young  heroes  went  forth  from  this  Church  and 
Parish  or  who  were  so  closely  affiliated  with  it 
that  their  names  are  borne  upon  our  roll.  He- 
roes, one  and  all ! 

Many  have  suffered  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle and  in  hospitals  from  disease  and  wounds. 
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To  them,  time  and  skill  cannot  bring  back  their 
young  manhood's  strength  and  activity,  but  they 
will  be  carefully  nurtured,  loved,  and  honored 
through  life,  wherever  they  are  known.  Among 
these  are: 

Corporals 

Harold  C.  Bennett 
Edward  Wesley  Edmands 

Privates 

Malcolm  C.  Eaton 
Preston  W.  Goodhue 
Edwin  C.  Mclntyre 
David  Redfeam 
Elmer  D.  Taggart 
Frank  A.  Tredinnick 

There  are  no  doubt  others  whose  names  I  have 
been  unable  to  obtain. 

But,  alas,  three  of  our  number  will  return 
no  more: 

Sergeant  William  H.  Cartland 

Corporal  Robert  F.  Baker 

First  Class  Private  Richard  P.  Merrill 

No  more  shall  we  look  into  their  faces  or  grasp 
their  hands.  Their  bodies  lie  in  foreign  fields.  No 
stone  marks  their  last  resting-places,  but  the 
Eternal  Camping  Ground  will  echo  with  their 
spirits*  tread. 
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"How  sleep  the  brave,  who  sink  to  rest 
By  all  their  country's  wishes  blessed? 
When  Spring,  with  dewey  fingers  cold. 
Returns  to  deck  their  hallowed  mould, 
She  then  shall  dress  a  sweeter  sod 
Than  Fancy's  feet  have  ever  trod. 

By  fairy  hands  their  knell  is  rung ; 
By  forms  unseen  their  dirge  is  sung ; 
There  Honor  comes,  a  pilgrim  gray. 
To  bless  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay; 
And  Freedom  shall  awhile  repair 
To  dwell,  a  weeping  hermit,  there." 

The  duty  imposed  upon  the  Building  Com- 
mittee has  been  discharged, — the  meeting-house 
has  been  restored,  and  all  bills  have  been  paid. 
The  building  in  which  we  are  now  assembled  is 
"OUR  MEETING-HOUSE." 

Its  foundations  are  laid  in  soil  to  which  no 
taint  of  trespass,  fraud  or  force  is  attached.  Its 
superstructure  is  the  embodiment  of  lofty  as- 
pirations and  willing  sacrifices.  Until  this  gran- 
ite shall  crumble  into  dust  may  it  stand  as  an  ex- 
pression of  the  love  and  reverence  of  this  gen- 
eration for  Him  who  made  the  greatest  sacrifice 
of  all  time  for  the  salvation  of  the  whole  world. 
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Strf  aory  of  WBttvB 

February  1,  1919 

Pastor — Rev.    Austin    Rice. 
Church  Assistant — Miss  Margaret  L.  Forbes. 
Missionary  Pastor — Rev.  Earle  H.  Ballou,  Tientsin,  Cliina. 
Chorus  Choir — Mr.  C.  Albert  Jones,  Organist  and  Director,  Quar- 
tette:   Mrs.    Bthelind    H.    Brown,    Soprano;   Miss    Alice    G. 
Florentine,    Alto;     Mr.     Harlow    H.    Hovey,     Tenor;    Mr. 
Caleb  P.  Fox,  Bass.    Mrs.  Artliur  W.  Flint,  Pianist. 

Deacons — John  W.  White,  Augustus  D.  Dimick,  Joseph  L.  Gooch, 
John  Anderson,  Edwin  T.  Bonney,   Edward  U.   Gleason. 

Clerk— John  W.   White,  361  Main   Street. 

Treasurer — Arthur  H.  Boardman,  56  Pleasant  Street. 

Church  Committee — Deacons  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Miss  E. 
Florence  Eaton,  Miss  Esther  A.  Johnson,  Miss  Mary 
Preston,   Robert  M.   Stetson,  Edson  W.   White. 

Chairman — Selden  W.  Tyler. 

House  Committee — Selden  W.   Tyler,  Harry  I.   Thayer,  Arthur  G. 

Walton. 
Ushers'     Committee — Alfred     L.     Gooch,     William     H.     Cartland, 

William  F.  Deadman. 
Music    Committee — J.     Francis     White,     W.     Raymond     Emerson, 

William  A.  Mann. 
Treasurer  and  Collector — Melvin  J.  Hill,  2  Park  Avenue. 
Assistant  Collector— Miss  Evelyn  M.  Boardman,  54  Pleasant  Street. 

Superintendent  Augustus  D.  Dimick 

Asst.   Superintendent  William   H.   Cartland 

Secretary  Ernest  P.  Blodgett 

Asst.   Secretary  Cyrus   N.   White 

Treasurer  Roy    A.    Hovey 

Supt.  Junior  Department  John  B.  Sawyer 

Asst.  Supt.  Junior  Dept.  Mrs.  Arthur  J.  Covell 


Supt.   Primary  Kept.  Roy   A.   Hovey 

Asst.  Supt.  Primary  Dept.  Mrs.  Leighton  F.  Johnson 

Supt.  Beginners'  Dept.  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Flint 

Supt.  Home  Dept.  Mrs.  Berton   F.   Sargent 

Supt.   Cradle  KoU  Mrs.   Harry  M.   Wheeler 

Supt.  Go-to-Church  Band  and  Usher  George  W.  Butler 

Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  Allston  Van  "Wagner,  Pres. 

Junior  C.  E.  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Brown,  Supt. 

Home  Missionary   Society  Mrs.   Austin    Rice,  Pres. 

Mary  Farnham  Bliss  Society  Miss  Camilla  M.  Moses,  Pres. 

Foreign  Missionary  Society  Mrs.   John   W.   White,  Pres. 

Opportunity  Circle  King's  Daughters      Mrs.  Laura  L.  Keith,  Pres. 

Inasmuch  Circle  King's  Daughters      Miss  Addie  R.  Crosman,  Pres. 

Mothers'  Club  Mrs.  Edwin  T.  Bonney,  Pres. 

Camp   Fire   Girls 

Camp  Wacochn  Mrs.  Raymond  H.   Pierce,  Guardian 

Camp  3Ia»sasoit  Mrs.   Flora  A.   Goodale,  Guardian 

Camp  Haselo  Mrs.   Marcus  Beebe,  Guardian 

Men's    Club — R.    P.    Dellinger,    Pres. ;    W.    P.    Deadman,    Treas. ; 
A.  H.  Thayer,  Sec'y. 

Boy  Scouts  Oacar  F.  Raymond,  Scout  Master 

Janitor — George  O.  Russell. 

Calendar  Editor — Miss  Eliza  V.   Coburn. 
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